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ABSTRACT
Official documents, as crucial instruments in the registration and verification of legal relationships, play a
fundamental role in enhancing legal stability and predictability. This study adopts an analytical-comparative
approach to examine the connection between the validity of official documents and the principles of the rule of law.
The primary aim is to identify the characteristics of official documents, explore their function in guaranteeing legal
transparency and justice, and recognize theoretical and practical obstacles to their validity. The research method is
based on a descriptive-analytical review of books, academic articles, and up-to-date legal sources. Findings indicate
that official documents, endowed with special legal authority and inherent validity, stabilize the parties’ rights and
ensure the legal outcome of transactions. On the other hand, challenges such as forgery, the limited role of
overseers, and the lack of information technology integration can undermine the credibility of such documents.
Comparative analysis reveals that in the French legal system, the role of notaries and the immediate enforceability
of documents strengthen institutional trust, whereas in the English system, despite the absence of an equivalent
institution for official documents, contractual validity is established through alternative mechanisms such as land
registry. The article concludes that the validity of official documents, as a legal extension of the rule of law, requires
executive, supervisory, and technological support. It is recommended that through the adoption of modern
technologies and the enhancement of oversight and education, existing barriers be removed to promote greater
legal stability.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The institutional significance of official

documents within legal systems is deeply
rooted in their role as vehicles for legal
certainty, transparency, and enforceability. As
foundational instruments for recording civil,
commercial, and administrative relationships,
official documents acquire their authority
from their formal authentication by competent
state officials, such as notaries and registry
officers. The binding nature of these
instruments lies in their presumed validity and
enforceability unless proven otherwise, thus
directly contributing to the principle of the
rule of law, which demands consistency,
predictability, and legal clarity in the
application of rules across society. As observed
in the French legal tradition, official
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documents (actes authentiques) are accorded
probative and executory force, allowing the
enforcement of obligations without the need
for a separate judicial ruling, thus
streamlining legal processes and minimizing
disputes (Aghaei & Ahmadi, 2022). This
assumption of truth, unless rebutted by
evidence of forgery or defect, imbues official
documents with legal authority that surpasses
that of private agreements or informal
documentation, forming a robust safeguard
for contractual and proprietary rights.
However, despite their strengths, concerns
over the security, accessibility, and integrity of
such documents—particularly in the context of
rapid digitalization and legal globalization—
raise complex questions about their
adaptability and enduring relevance.
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The distinction between official and unofficial
(private) documents underscores key
disparities in legal treatment, especially
regarding evidentiary weight, legal effects
against third parties, and procedural benefits
in litigation. In contrast to private documents,
whose validity hinges on the parties’
signatures and may require corroboration in
court, official documents are presumed
accurate in both form and substance, even
against successors or third parties (Ghanbari,
2020). This presumption significantly reduces
litigation costs and procedural burdens by
shifting the burden of proof onto the
contesting party, who must establish forgery
or fraud through rigorous evidentiary
standards. Moreover, official documents enjoy
priority in legal proceedings, such as
enforcement actions, asset freezes, and
registration in public registries. This
procedural advantage not only enhances the
efficiency of the judicial system but also
supports the equitable treatment of all parties
under the law. Nonetheless, anomalies arise
when legal systems grant quasi-official status
to certain commercial documents—such as
checks or deeds—without subjecting them to
the same regulatory scrutiny as traditional
official instruments (Karimi, 2022; Seyyed
Hosseini, 2023). These inconsistencies warrant
critical reflection on how legal presumptions
and procedural privileges are distributed
across different categories of documentary
evidence and whether such distinctions
remain defensible under contemporary
conditions.

Official documents are indispensable in
operationalizing the rule of law by providing
tangible, verifiable records of legal acts that
prevent arbitrary interpretation or
manipulation. The strength of any legal system
is contingent on the trust of its constituents,
and this trust is cultivated through
mechanisms that minimize uncertainty and
arbitrariness in the enforcement of rights and

obligations (Pourbafrani, 2023). Institutions
such as notary offices serve as gatekeepers of
legal integrity, verifying the identity, consent,
and legal capacity of contracting parties, and
ensuring the legality of the transaction. In
jurisdictions like Iran, these institutions are
not merely procedural formalities but play a
constitutional role in maintaining civil order
and economic stability. By recording
transactions with legal certainty, they shield
parties from retroactive challenges and
provide a foundation upon which legal and
economic systems can function harmoniously.
The World Justice Project, for instance,
emphasizes that “the rule of law provides the
bedrock of communities of equity,
opportunity, and peace,” highlighting the
necessity of institutional mechanisms—such
as official documents—that uphold these
values (O'Connell, 2020). Consequently,
official documentation becomes more than a
bureaucratic requirement; it transforms into a
tool for justice, reducing opportunistic
behavior and reinforcing accountability.

Beyond  procedural certainty, official
documents also serve as instruments of legal
transparency and predictability—two essential
pillars of the rule of law (Jafari Langaroudi,
2023). In an environment where all parties
clearly understand the terms of their
agreements, and where those terms are
enforceable without recourse to prolonged
litigation, the social cost of legal uncertainty
diminishes dramatically. The role of official
documentation in advancing transparency is
evident in the detailed recording of terms,
dates, obligations, and conditions, which
collectively reduce ambiguity and preempt
interpretive disputes (Rezaei, 2023). Likewise,
predictability—ensuring that future legal
consequences can be reasonably anticipated—
becomes feasible when the legal validity of
documents is universally acknowledged. This
is especially pertinent in real estate
transactions, inheritance disputes, and



commercial engagements, where ambiguity in
document status can lead to protracted
conflicts. In systems lacking a robust
framework for the formalization and
recognition of legal documents, individuals
often resort to informal agreements that are
inherently more vulnerable to challenge.
Hence, a legal infrastructure that emphasizes
official documentation indirectly fosters a
culture of legal compliance and rational
dispute resolution (Hassanzadeh, 2022).

While the theoretical merits of official
documents in upholding the rule of law are
compelling, their practical effectiveness can be
compromised by various structural and
systemic challenges. The prevalence of
document forgery remains one of the most
critical threats, undermining public trust in
the reliability of legal instruments. Despite
existing legal penalties, the detection and
prosecution of forgery are often hampered by
procedural delays and limited forensic
capacity (Mohammadi & Niknam, 2021).
Another challenge lies in the inconsistency of
oversight across notary offices, where
inadequate training, excessive workload, or
even corruption may lead to improper
execution of documents (Ghasemi, 2021).
These shortcomings weaken the integrity of
the system and expose legitimate parties to
legal uncertainty. Technological
underdevelopment further exacerbates these
risks, particularly in the context of electronic
document management. Although digital
transformation offers significant
opportunities for enhancing efficiency and
accessibility, it also introduces vulnerabilities
such as cybersecurity threats, data breaches,
and unauthorized alterations (Moradi, 2023).
Addressing these threats requires a multi-
faceted response, including the deployment of
secure digital signatures, standardized
document formats, and integrated legal
databases to facilitate verification and access.
Without these protections, the legitimacy of

official documents—regardless of their formal
status—may become subject to skepticism,
thereby eroding the very foundation of legal
certainty they are intended to reinforce.

From a comparative perspective, valuable
lessons can be drawn from jurisdictions with
mature document management regimes. The
French system, through its structured notarial
framework, exemplifies @ how  official
documents can possess not only probative
value but also immediate enforceability (Amini
& Shafiei, 2020). The presence of a centralized,
professionally trained notary class with state-
sanctioned authority significantly reduces
transaction costs and legal disputes by
embedding checks and balances at the
document creation stage. In contrast, the
English legal system does not possess an exact
equivalent of the French “acte authentique.”
Instead, it relies on decentralized mechanisms
such as deeds and land registries,
supplemented by the evidentiary authority of
notary publics in limited contexts (Ellis, 2022).
While both systems uphold the importance of
document reliability, they diverge in their
institutional approaches and procedural
frameworks. The French model emphasizes
formalism and centralized control, whereas
the English model prioritizes contractual
freedom and post-facto verification. These
differences suggest that there is no singular
path to achieving document validity within the
rule of law, but rather a spectrum of
institutional solutions that reflect cultural and
legal traditions. Nevertheless, the adoption of
best practices—such as mandatory
professional training, digitization of records,
and enhanced legal enforceability—can fortify
the Iranian model by blending structural rigor
with technological innovation.

In conclusion, the validity of official
documents as instruments of the rule of law
rests upon a triad of legal recognition,
institutional integrity, and technological
modernization. While official documents
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inherently carry presumptive authority that
facilitates legal certainty and procedural
efficiency, their practical value depends on the
robustness of the systems that generate,
monitor, and protect them. The Iranian legal
system, with its civil law heritage and Islamic
jurisprudential influences, possesses the
normative foundation to support a strong
documentary regime. However, realizing the
full potential of official documents
necessitates ongoing reforms aimed at
increasing transparency, enhancing
professional accountability, and integrating
secure digital infrastructures. Efforts must
also focus on public legal education to ensure
widespread understanding and use of these
instruments. Ultimately, by reinforcing the
legal and operational framework surrounding
official documents, states can foster greater
public trust, reduce legal conflicts, and uphold
the foundational principles of justice, equality,
and the rule of law.
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