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ABSTRACT
In the contemporary era, the concept of "good governance" has replaced the traditional notion of absolute
sovereignty by emphasizing responsibility, transparency, and accountability in relation to human rights. This article,
using a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the characteristics of good governance from the perspective of
international law and human rights. Findings indicate that states must uphold their international human rights
obligations by adhering to the principles of good governance, including the rule of law, citizen participation, and
social justice. This shift in perspective has led to a transformation in the concept of sovereignty and strengthened
international oversight mechanisms. In the field of international law, as in other areas, good governance is not
considered an independent or self-sufficient principle but is instead founded upon other values and principles. Within
this field, good governance is based on four key pillars: the rule of law, accountability, participation, and
transparency. Although other components of good governance have also been identified in the context of
international law, it is in the light of the existence and realization of these four primary components that additional
aspects of good governance—such as anti-corruption and effectiveness—can manifest and evolve. This study,
written with a descriptive and analytical method, aims to explore the role of good governance in realizing human
rights. The results demonstrate that the four components—rule of law, accountability, participation, and
transparency—are all intrinsically related to human rights and are universally recognized within the international
human rights system. Therefore, the concept of good governance in the realm of international law has been
effectively integrated under the umbrella of human rights. Human rights provide a strong legal basis for good
governance in international law and have rendered it binding upon the subjects of this legal system. With respect
to the possibility of realizing good governance in international law, there is little doubt concerning the feasibility of
achieving participation, accountability, and transparency. However, since international law is not entirely
independent from politics, the potential for fully establishing the rule of law within this legal system warrants further
contemplation. The notion of good governance brings together the values of rule of law, accountability, participation,
and transparency under a unified concept, allowing each to contribute its capacities to overcoming the barriers

faced by the others.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
In the contemporary framework of

international jurisprudence, the concept of
“good governance” has gradually emerged as a
dominant  paradigm  supplanting the
traditional doctrine of absolute sovereignty.
This transformation is anchored in the shift
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from centralized, unchecked state power
toward governance models emphasizing
accountability, transparency, and
responsibility with regard to human rights. As
global interconnectedness intensifies in
economic, political, and social spheres, the
necessity for redefining sovereignty in light of



human dignity and legal restraint becomes
more evident. The evolution of good
governance, particularly in international law,
is underpinned by foundational pillars—rule of
law, participation, accountability, and
transparency—which collectively ensure the
realization of human rights as a global
imperative. The failure of international law to
decisively intervene in major crises such as the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict or the
humanitarian catastrophe in Darfur reveals its
limitations in practice, further legitimizing the
demand for good governance as a rectifying
framework (Salehi, 2018). While democracy
remains an aspirational ideal in global
governance, structural impediments such as
the absence of a global electorate render its full
application problematic. Nonetheless, good
governance emerges as a conceptual tool
capable of mediating between the realpolitik of
state behavior and the normative demands of
human rights (Rajabi, 2023).

The compatibility between good governance
and human rights is not universally accepted.
Critics argue that the objectives of governance
programs—primarily aimed at development
and economic efficiency—often diverge from
the normative purpose of human rights, which
seeks to guarantee legal and moral protections
for individuals (Amartya, 2003). The difference
in orientation between development-focused
governance and rights-centered protection is
further amplified by the distinction between
enforceable legal obligations (as in human
rights) and soft-law policy recommendations
(as in governance programs). Furthermore,
donor-driven  interpretations of good
governance often view it merely as an
instrument to enhance economic capacity and
public service delivery, thus neglecting or even
infringing upon the more intrinsic legal
dimensions of human rights. However, a more
analytical approach that aligns governance
with legal principles, particularly those
enshrined in human rights treaties, reveals a

stronger conceptual synergy between the two
domains. This alignment is facilitated by the
gradual juridification of governance concepts,
such as the right to information, transparency
in public administration, and access to justice,
all of which are integral to both frameworks
(Zamani, 2012).

The universality of human rights has evolved
from its early institutional manifestations in
treaties such as the Peace of Westphalia (1648)
and the Congress of Berlin (1878), to the more
comprehensive post-World War regimes
shaped by the League of Nations and the
United Nations (Rasekh, 2005; Zakerian,
2002). Although  early international
agreements primarily focused on the
protection of religious and ethnic minorities,
the mid-20th century witnessed the
institutionalization of human rights through
landmark instruments like the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (1966), and the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(1966). These documents established legal
standards and monitoring mechanisms, such
as treaty bodies and special rapporteurs, which
hold sovereign states accountable for
violations. In this context, states are obligated
not merely to respect but also to fulfill and
protect human rights, thereby necessitating
the kind of institutional integrity that good
governance seeks to establish. In other words,
without robust governance mechanisms, the
implementation of human rights treaties
remains largely aspirational (Mirabbasi,
20009).

The interdependence between democracy and
good governance further complicates the
discourse. On one hand, the functional pillars
of governance—participation, rule of law, and
accountability—are foundational elements of
democratic systems. On the other hand,
various development models, especially those
observed in East Asian countries like South
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Korea and Singapore, challenge the notion
that democracy is a prerequisite for economic
development (Chibba, 2009). Critics of the
Western model of liberal democracy argue that
social order, collective welfare, and centralized
policymaking—as found in some authoritarian
regimes—have proven more effective in
achieving rapid developmental goals.
However, thinkers like Amartya Sen counter
this view by reconceptualizing development as
a process of expanding human freedoms,
arguing that political liberties and democratic
participation are not merely instrumental to
development but are themselves intrinsic
components of human well-being (Amartya,
2003). Thus, democracy and good governance
can be mutually reinforcing under a paradigm
that views freedom as both the means and end
of development.

The historical trajectory of governance also
highlights the incremental expansion of its
scope from economic management to broader
legal and ethical considerations. Initially
promoted by international financial
institutions like the World Bank to counteract
the failures of structural adjustment
programs, the governance agenda has evolved
to include strong normative commitments to
human rights, justice, and equality. These
commitments are not merely rhetorical; they
have been codified in various United Nations
declarations and resolutions, including the
Vienna Declaration (1993), which emphasized
the indivisibility and interdependence of all
human rights. Moreover, the Millennium
Declaration reaffirmed the UN’s dedication to
democracy, rule of law, and good governance
as essential to achieving human dignity and
sustainable development. The growing
involvement of international courts and quasi-
judicial bodies in adjudicating governance-
related violations further reinforces the
transformation of governance from a policy
tool to a binding legal framework (Irvin &
Stansbury, 2004).

Despite the normative convergence between
good governance and human rights,
significant barriers remain, particularly in the
international legal arena. These include the
heterogeneity of political regimes, disparities
in legal traditions, and resistance from states
prioritizing  national sovereignty  over
collective responsibility. The lack of a
centralized enforcement authority at the
global level also weakens the capacity of
international law to compel compliance.
Nonetheless, the interdependence of
contemporary  challenges—ranging from
climate change to public health and conflict
resolution—necessitates a cooperative global
order governed by shared norms. Good
governance, through its emphasis on inclusive
decision-making, equitable resource
distribution, and institutional transparency,
offers a  pragmatic framework for
operationalizing human rights at the
transnational level. It also provides a
foundation for holding states accountable
without undermining their autonomy, thereby
balancing sovereignty with global solidarity. In
this way, good governance not only facilitates
the implementation of human rights norms
but also serves as a metric by which the
legitimacy and efficacy of governance itself can
be evaluated.

In conclusion, good governance and human
rights are not only compatible but potentially
complementary in achieving the overarching
goal of human dignity and social justice. While
their conceptual origins and operational
mechanisms may differ, their ultimate
purpose—to improve the lives of individuals
and ensure fair and accountable governance—
aligns closely. The incorporation of human
rights standards into governance practices
enhances the legitimacy, accountability, and
effectiveness of state institutions. Conversely,
the embedding of governance principles
within the architecture of international human
rights law strengthens the mechanisms of



enforcement and compliance. Rather than
viewing these paradigms as isolated or
contradictory, an integrated approach that
leverages the normative strengths of both is
essential for addressing the complex
challenges of global governance in the 21st
century.

References

Amartya, S. (2003). Development and Freedom.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Publications.

Chibba, M. (2009). Governance and Development:
The current Roleof Theory, Policy and Practice.
World Economics(10).

Irvin, A. R., & Stansbury, J. (2004). Citizen
Participation in Decision Making: Is It Worth the
Effort? Public Administration Review, 64(1).
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-
6210.2004.00346.x

Mirabbasi, S. B. (2009). The Global System for
Evaluating and Protecting Human Rights (Vol.
1PB - Jungle Publications).

Noghrekar, M. S. (2012). The Prosecutor in the
Balance of Human Rights and Citizenship.
Javdaneh and Jungle Publications.

Rajabi, S. (2023). Good Governance.

Rasekh, M. (2005). Theory of Rights and
International Human Rights. Legal Research
Journal(41).

Salehi, A. (2018). Governance in the Realm of
International Law. Ostad Shahriar Publishing.

Zakerian, M. (2002). Human Rights in the New
Millennium. Faculty of Law and Political Science
Publications, University of Tehran.

Zamani, S. Q. (2012). International Law. Shahr-e
Danesh Publishing.

Ty G 6 ST 6 reprie)


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2004.00346.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2004.00346.x

