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ABSTRACT

Good governance is a modern model of governance grounded in human rights concerns and characterized by
respect for democracy, transparency, the prevention of administrative corruption, and the promotion of public
participation. One of the salient components of good governance is a focus on justice, which is rooted in the
foundations of human dignity. The present study examines the concept of justice-seeking as a shared feature
among new models of good governance, Islamic governance, and the political model of the Islamic Republic.
Information was gathered through online and library sources. The study employs an analytical-explanatory method
to advance its argument. Throughout the research process, it became evident that although justice was often
ignored in practice in traditional systems of rule, even unjust governments typically recognized the theoretical
importance of justice. As new and ideal models of governance have emerged, it can be argued that the Islamic
Republic, as a system derived from Islamic sacred law and committed to justice, represents one of the paradigms
of good governance. Its primary distinction from other models of good governance lies in its Islamic nature, which
is based on Quranic justice and the governance model of Imam Ali.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of good governance has evolved

over the past few decades as a normative
framework rooted in the principles of
democracy, transparency, participation, and
accountability. In this discourse, justice
emerges as a central component, particularly
in political and legal systems striving for
legitimacy and public trust. Good governance,
as articulated in international development
and political theory, encompasses not only
effective institutional performance but also
adherence to ethical norms and the
safeguarding of human rights. It is closely
linked with the rule of law and the equitable
distribution of public resources. Justice, as a
principle, transcends administrative efficiency
and reaches into the core of societal
expectations about fairness, dignity, and
inclusion. In the specific context of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the interplay between Islamic
teachings and constitutional provisions
introduces a unique model of justice-centered
governance. The Iranian Constitution,
inspired by Shi'a jurisprudence and Islamic
philosophical traditions, explicitly anchors
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many of its foundational articles on justice and
equality. This article explores how the
framework of good governance—particularly
through the lens of justice—can be understood
within the legal and constitutional fabric of the
Islamic Republic, thereby situating the Iranian
model within broader global conversations on
governance and legitimacy (Hadavand, 2005;
Sameti et al., 2011; Zarei, 2004).

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, relying primarily on legal texts,
constitutional provisions, and international
governance literature. It first conceptualizes
good governance by analyzing how the term
has been framed in international legal
instruments and development policy,
including reports by the World Bank and the
United Nations. The World Bank’s emphasis
on transparency, accountability, and
predictable policymaking—core tenets of good
governance—has gained widespread traction
globally (Ghosh, 1999). The concept has
evolved beyond economic efficiency to
embrace broader democratic values, such as
citizens’ participation and public oversight
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(Kaul & Sinha, 2008). In this context, scholars
have emphasized that justice functions as a
normative  benchmark against which
governance performance is evaluated (Yazdani
Zenouz, 2009). The literature also highlights
how the historical rejection of minimalist state
doctrines—such as the neoliberal privatization
wave of the 1980s and 1990s—gave rise to a
more active conceptualization of state
responsibilities.  Particularly in Islamic
political thought, justice is not merely a
function of institutional performance but a
divine imperative embedded in Quranic values
and prophetic traditions (Emami & Shakeri,
2017; Sardarnaba, 2016; Singh, 2007; Zayandeh
Roudi, 2017). This dual focus on procedural
legitimacy and moral authority creates a
framework within which the Iranian legal and
constitutional system can be evaluated for its
alignment with principles of good governance.
The Islamic  Republic’'s  Constitution
demonstrates an explicit commitment to
justice through both direct and indirect
provisions. Justice in the Iranian legal context
is addressed from multiple angles: economic,
social, and political. In particular, Article 2 and
Article 3 of the Constitution emphasize the
elimination of injustice and the establishment
of a just society. These principles are not
rhetorical; rather, they constitute binding
obligations on the state to ensure equality,
prevent discrimination, and promote access to
welfare resources. The document reflects an
understanding of justice that transcends
material distribution, incorporating spiritual
and ethical dimensions rooted in Islamic
theology. The Constitution thus presents a
holistic view of governance, where political
authority is constrained and guided by the
need to achieve moral rectitude and social
harmony (Akhwan Kazemi, 2002; Kamali,
2009; Mohseni & Farajpour Asl Marandi, 2012).
The Islamic conception of justice as enshrined
in the Constitution also addresses minority
rights, gender equity, and socioeconomic

fairness. These provisions collectively
illustrate that justice is a guiding paradigm of
the Islamic Republic’s political structure,
providing a distinctive framework for
evaluating governmental conduct and
institutional arrangements.

This article further investigates specific
mechanisms for implementing justice as part
of good governance in the Iranian legal system,
focusing on principles such as the rule of law,
transparency, and anti-corruption. Rule of law
in the Iranian context is understood as binding
on all state actors, including the Supreme
Leader, judiciary, and executive. This
reinforces the principle of legal equality and
aligns with both Islamic jurisprudence and
modern constitutionalism. Transparency is
highlighted as a key factor in enhancing
citizens’ trust and fostering institutional
accountability. The authors emphasize the
importance of accessible information,
predictable legal frameworks, and
participatory  policymaking to facilitate
transparency in governance (Vizheh, 2011).
Anti-corruption mechanisms, rooted in both
religious teachings and legal controls, are
identified as essential tools for promoting
justice. Drawing from Islamic sources, the
study highlights Imam Ali’'s directives on
public integrity and moral leadership as
foundational texts informing governance in
Iran. Internal controls in public institutions—
especially financial transparency and
performance evaluation systems—are also
discussed as legal-technical embodiments of
these normative values (Faghfoori, 2010;
Shaari & Azinfar, 2007). These mechanisms
indicate that the Iranian legal framework has
operationalized justice in specific institutional
forms.

In examining the ideological dimensions of
justice, the article argues that the Iranian
model integrates theological, ethical, and legal
perspectives into a single coherent vision of
good governance. The Constitution not only



mandates the creation of a just society but also
presents justice as a divine command that
legitimizes the very existence of the state. This
unique integration of sacred law and
constitutional principles distinguishes the
Iranian model from Western liberal
democracies, where justice is often viewed as a
secular construct. Furthermore, the concept of
distributive  justice—covering resource
allocation, employment, and educational
opportunity—is embedded in multiple
constitutional articles and national planning
documents. The authors also explore the
philosophical and jurisprudential foundations
of justice in Shi’a thought, arguing that its
centrality reflects an ongoing commitment to
equality, human dignity, and social welfare
(Pourezzat, 2010). Thus, rather than being a
peripheral element, justice constitutes the
moral and operational core of the Iranian
state. The alignment between the principles of
good governance and Islamic jurisprudence
allows for a contextualized but globally
relevant framework for governance reform.

In conclusion, this study affirms that the
Islamic Republic of Iran presents a case in
which the normative goals of good
governance—such as justice, transparency,
and participation—are rooted not merely in
contemporary administrative or political
theory but in an enduring religious and
constitutional tradition. While the model
diverges from secular liberal models in its
normative foundations, it converges with
international standards in many substantive
areas, particularly those related to
institutional accountability and social welfare.
The Constitution of the Islamic Republic
provides a legal blueprint for the
institutionalization of justice in governance.
However, the practical realization of these
principles depends on the continued
commitment of political actors, legal
institutions, and civil society to uphold
constitutional values. The Iranian experience

demonstrates that good governance need not
be secular to be effective and that religious
legal traditions can offer robust models for
justice-centered governance. By situating
justice as the heart of governance and not
merely one of its goals, the Islamic Republic
contributes to a  more  pluralistic
understanding of what it means to govern well
in the modern world.
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