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ABSTRACT

The promotion of a luxurious lifestyle and extravagance in the media and other digital platforms is an issue that,
particularly from the perspective of Islamic jurisprudence, requires thorough and in-depth examination. With their
extensive persuasive power, media outlets can effectively introduce new standards for success and happiness,
which may lead to the encouragement of consumerist and ostentatious behaviors. From a jurisprudential standpoint,
such advertising is in conflict with the principles of contentment (gana‘ah), moderation (i‘tidal), and asceticism
(zuhd). The objective of this study is to examine the promotion of a luxurious lifestyle and extravagance in the media
and other platforms within the framework of primary (figh al-awwali) and secondary (figh al-thanawn) jurisprudential
rulings. The nature of this research seeks to understand how media and digital platforms influence the promotion
of luxurious and consumerist lifestyles and to assess these influences within the framework of Islamic jurisprudential
principles. The findings of this study indicate that analyzing the promotion of a luxurious lifestyle and extravagance
in the media from a jurisprudential perspective involves examining the effects of this phenomenon on Islamic
principles. Through their influential capacity, media outlets can introduce new consumption patterns that may
contradict the principles of contentment, moderation, and asceticism. The promotion of a luxurious lifestyle can lead
to increased demand for excessive consumption, the creation of economic inequalities, and social pressure—issues
that conflict with social justice in Islamic jurisprudence. To counter these negative effects, media outlets should
align their content with Islamic principles and promote the values of contentment and responsible consumption to
help preserve cultural and social balance.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The phenomenon of promoting a luxurious

lifestyle and extravagance in media outlets and
digital platforms has emerged as one of the
most pressing socio-cultural and
jurisprudential issues in modern Islamic
societies, due to its potential to shape values,
attitudes, and consumption patterns that
contradict foundational Islamic ethical and
legal principles. In Islamic jurisprudence,
individual and social behaviors are regulated
in accordance with Sharia, with particular
emphasis on avoiding israf (wasteful
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extravagance) and tabdhir (squandering
resources), while promoting values such as
gana ‘ah (contentment), i tidal (moderation),
and zuhd (asceticism) {Fasihi, 2021 #253096;
Vahedi Fard, 2014 #253078}. The primary
concern is that the constant showcasing of
wealth, luxury goods, and ostentatious
lifestyles in media channels—through
advertising, entertainment programming, and
influencer-driven content—prioritizes
materialistic measures of success over moral

and spiritual values. This cultural shift,
amplified by media’s pervasive reach, is
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associated with social harms including
unhealthy competition, increased anxiety, and
dissatisfaction, especially among youth. From
a jurisprudential perspective, such promotion
can be examined through the dual framework
of figh al-awwali (primary rulings), which are
immutable and universally applicable, and
figh al-thanawi (secondary rulings), which
may adapt to time-bound circumstances and
social necessities {Ahmadi, 2020 #253102;
Najafi Asl, 2023 #253084}. While beauty and
aesthetic appreciation are not inherently
condemned in Islam, excessive attachment to
luxury and its elevation as a life goal are
strongly discouraged, especially when they
foster economic inequality and erode
communal solidarity {Kazemi Fetideh, 2019
#253089; Afserdir, 2015 #253103}. This study
thus frames the issue as both a moral-ethical
challenge and a matter of legal-interpretive
significance, seeking to analyze the
jurisprudential  implications of luxury
promotion in media and propose pathways to
mitigate its adverse effects.

From the standpoint of Islamic jurisprudence,
the concept of luxury and extravagance is
closely tied to the principles of simplicity,
moderation, and  justice. = Tajammul
(adornment) and aesthetic refinement are
permissible within certain bounds, but israf
and tabdhir are explicitly condemned in both
Qur’anic injunctions and Prophetic traditions
{Hosseinzadeh Esfahani, 2005 #253093;
Kiarostami, 2020 #253088}. Simplicity
(sada-zisti) is upheld as a virtue not merely for
personal humility but for social justice,
ensuring that communal resources are
allocated to essential needs rather than
frivolous display. The Qur’an (A ‘raf:31) warns
believers to “eat and drink, but waste not by
excess,” establishing moderation as a divine
imperative  {Sobhani, 2004 #253080}.
Similarly, zuhd emphasizes detachment from
material excess and the prioritization of
spiritual over worldly concerns {Ehteshami

Nia, 2014 #253098}. Moreover, Islam’s
insistence on social justice entails that public
conduct—including consumer behavior—
should not exacerbate class divisions or
engender resentment among the less
privileged {Kargar, 2016 #253091}. In figh al-
awwali, luxury-centered lifestyles are
generally viewed as incompatible with these
enduring principles {Mortazavi Amiri, 2018
#253085; Hoseinpour Toosi, 2016 #253094;
Azadmanesh, 2020 #253100}. Yet in figh al-
thanawi, where legal rulings may shift in
response to context, limited acceptance of
luxury consumption can occur under
circumstances where it serves legitimate socio-
economic objectives—such as stimulating
domestic industry, attracting investment, or
preserving social standing in certain cultural
contexts  {Abdollahi, 2012 #253104}.
However, even in such exceptional cases, strict
boundaries are maintained to prevent the
legitimization of extravagance for its own sake.
The contemporary media landscape has
magnified the influence of luxury promotion
through an array of communication channels,
including television, cinema, magazines,
online advertising, and—most pervasively—
social media platforms. These media construct
aspirational ideals through persistent imagery
of lavish lifestyles, designer products, and
exclusive experiences, often endorsed by
celebrities and influencers whose own social
capital derives from such associations
{Mahdavi Nasab, 2013 #253087;
Mohammadi, 2019 #253086}. Social media
platforms, particularly Instagram, Facebook,
and TikTok, intensify this effect by enabling
curated self-presentation, targeted
advertising, and algorithm-driven
reinforcement of consumerist ideals {Razaghi,
2016 #253082; Gholamian Bagh No, 2013
#253095}. This environment fosters not only
imitation but also social pressure to conform,
with potential economic strain on individuals
striving to match perceived norms. The



jurisprudential challenge lies in reconciling
the legitimate wuses of media—such as
economic promotion and cultural
expression—with the prohibition against
engendering harmful societal behaviors.
Islamic principles of maslahah (public
interest) and dar’ al-mafasid (prevention of
harm) require that media content be curated
to avoid creating false needs or encouraging
wasteful consumption {Jafarzadeh Bahabadi,
2017 #253092; Karvani, 2013 #253090}.
Consequently, a jurisprudentially sound
media strategy would emphasize moderation,
ethical advertising, and the portrayal of role
models who embody Islamic virtues rather
than material excess.

The socio-cultural consequences of media-
driven luxury promotion extend beyond
individual consumption patterns to broader
societal dynamics. At the cultural level, it can
redefine success and happiness in material
terms, displacing values such as communal
solidarity, humility, and spiritual fulfillment
{Sotoodeh, 2017 #253079}. Socially, it risks
exacerbating economic inequality, as
ostentatious display by the affluent can deepen
the sense of exclusion among lower-income
groups, potentially leading to social unrest. It
can also distort interpersonal relationships,
fostering competition, envy, and status anxiety
rather than cooperation and mutual respect.
The environmental costs are also significant:
luxury consumption often entails resource-
intensive goods and services, contributing to
ecological degradation. These harms directly
contravene Islamic ethical imperatives toward
stewardship of the Earth (khilafah) and
equitable resource distribution {Afserdir, 2015
#253103}. Given these implications, media
ethics—especially within Muslim-majority
contexts—must integrate Sharia-based
guidelines to curb the glamorization of excess
and encourage narratives that valorize
restraint, sustainability, and communal
benefit.

A crucial dimension of this discourse is the
interplay between Islamic legal theory and the
operational realities of digital-era media.
Jurisprudential principles such as gana ‘ah,
i tidal, and zuhd provide normative anchors,
but their application must be recalibrated to
address the immersive, borderless, and
algorithmically personalized nature of digital
content delivery {Rezaeian, 2013 #253081;
Naseri, 2010 #253083; Mortazavi Amiri, 2018
#253085}. Digital media’s unprecedented
reach and speed can magnify both the harms
and the potential benefits of messaging,
making the responsibility of content producers
and regulators proportionately greater. Jurists
and media policymakers alike must grapple
with questions of permissible representation,
limits on product placement, and the ethical
use of influencers, whose role in shaping
consumer aspirations is both potent and
commercially incentivized. Importantly, the
jurisprudential engagement with media must
move beyond reactive condemnation toward
proactive content design—crafting compelling
narratives and visuals that resonate with
contemporary audiences while embedding
Islamic ethical priorities {Danesh, 2016
#253099; Armani Fard, 2021 #253101}. This
entails an interdisciplinary  approach
combining Sharia expertise, media literacy,
marketing psychology, and cultural studies.

In conclusion, the promotion of luxury and
extravagance through modern media is a
multidimensional  challenge intersecting
Islamic legal principles, socio-cultural values,
economic structures, and digital
communication technologies. It has the
potential to alter collective aspirations, widen
social divides, and erode foundational virtues
if left unchecked. While Islamic jurisprudence
unequivocally cautions against israf, tabdhir,
and excessive material attachment, it also
allows for contextual flexibility under figh al-
thanawi when aligned with legitimate public
interests. The essential task is to ensure that
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such flexibility is not exploited to normalize
excess, but rather to harness media’s
persuasive capacities toward reinforcing
moderation, justice, and contentment.
Achieving this balance requires coordinated
action by scholars, media professionals,
policymakers, and educators to develop
content guidelines, public awareness
campaigns, and regulatory frameworks
grounded in Sharia objectives (magqasid al-
shari‘ah). In doing so, societies can mitigate
the detrimental impacts of luxury promotion
while cultivating a media culture that supports
both spiritual and material well-being.
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