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ABSTRACT

The formation and sustained stability and dynamism of human societies necessitate the establishment of
interpersonal relations. Within the course of human interactions, conflicts of interest and clashes between citizens'
rights and those of the state are inevitable. In this context, certain individuals may resort to violating laws and
regulations to safeguard their interests. Consequently, the state, based on the principles and general rules of the
social contract, enacts laws and regulations to ensure public security and order. Economic crimes not only
undermine the economic system but also challenge all levels of the social system, necessitating comprehensive
criminal policy to effectively address such offenses. Iran’s economic environment, due to its susceptibility to multiple
vulnerabilities, presents a more conducive setting for economic crimes compared to advanced economic systems.
However, Iran’s legal system, particularly its criminal law, lacks specific measures to counteract these crimes.
Modern criminology in economic crimes constitutes a branch of criminal law that involves the scientific study,
research, evaluation, and analysis of practical methods aimed at promoting individual and social benefits, as well
as the implementation of criminal sanctions. Given the urgent need to modernize the legal system, the significance
of modern criminology in economic crimes has become increasingly prominent. Preliminary analysis identifies the
following components of modern criminology: prioritizing alternatives to imprisonment, such as community service,
house arrest, and monetary fines. Since modern criminology in economic crimes represents a relatively new issue
within legal systems, this study employs a documentary and library-based research methodology, gathering
information from existing library resources. Analysis of the research findings reveals that one of the key components
of modern criminology in economic crimes within contemporary legal frameworks—prioritizing alternatives to
imprisonment—is necessary for several reasons, including rising crime rates and recidivism, the erosion of a sense
of responsibility among prisoners, the fostering of feelings of inferiority within correctional facilities, the
encouragement of societal hostility, social exclusion, and unemployment among released offenders. Therefore, the
aim of this research is to explore modern criminology in economic crimes and examine its components within Iran’s
legal system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Economic crimes represent a multifaceted
challenge that transcends mere financial
transgressions, permeating the very fabric of
societal stability, economic integrity, and legal
governance. In Iran, where economic
vulnerabilities—such as inflation, sanctions,
and systemic inefficiencies—have created
fertile ground for illicit economic activities, the
legal system’s inability to effectively address
these crimes has exacerbated societal
fractures. Traditional punitive frameworks,
rooted in retributive justice, fail to account for
the complex interplay between economic
structures, individual motivations, and
systemic corruption. This gap is particularly
pronounced in Iran’s legal landscape, where
the Islamic Penal Code (IPC) lacks a
comprehensive definition of economic crimes,
resulting in ambiguous legal interpretations
that often benefit offenders rather than the
state. The absence of a systematic approach to
economic crime prevention and rehabilitation
has led to rising recidivism, institutionalized
corruption, and a erosion of public trust in
legal institutions. Modern criminology, as a
dynamic and evidence-based discipline, offers
a transformative paradigm to address these
challenges by shifting the focus from
punishment to prevention, rehabilitation, and
systemic reform. This article argues that
integrating modern criminological principles
into Iran’s legal framework is not merely
advisable but imperative for fostering a
resilient, equitable, and economically stable
society.
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Modern criminology, or kifrshenasi, redefines
the purpose of criminal justice by prioritizing
the rehabilitation of offenders, the restoration
of societal harm, and the prevention of future
crimes through scientifically grounded
strategies. Central to this paradigm is the
emphasis on alternative punishments to
imprisonment, such as community service,
house arrest, and monetary fines, which
address the root causes of criminal behavior
while mitigating the societal costs of
incarceration. Traditional prison systems,
particularly in Iran, perpetuate cycles of
recidivism by fostering environments that
normalize  criminality, erode personal
accountability, and hinder social
reintegration. Modern criminology counters
this by advocating for graduated, context-
sensitive sanctions that align with the severity
of the offense and the offender’s potential for
rehabilitation. For instance, community
service not only compensates victims but also
fosters civic responsibility, while house arrest
reduces the stigma of incarceration and
preserves familial and professional ties. These
approaches are underpinned by the principle
of proportionality, ensuring that sanctions are
neither excessively punitive nor lenient,
thereby upholding both justice and human
dignity. Critically, modern criminology rejects
the notion that punishment alone can deter
crime; instead, it emphasizes the need for
holistic strategies that address socioeconomic
factors, such as poverty and lack of education,
which often drive economic crime (Haji
Dehabadi, 2020; Haji Dehabadi & Ghaderi Nia,
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2021; Kazemi, 2022; Khalqi & Shah-Cheragh,
2022).

The definitional ambiguity surrounding
economic crimes remains a critical barrier to
effective legal intervention. Scholars and
policymakers have long grappled with the
absence of a universally accepted definition,
leading to inconsistent legal interpretations
and enforcement. Economic crimes are often
conflated with related concepts such as
corruption, financial fraud, and commercial
offenses, yet they possess distinct
characteristics that necessitate a nuanced
analytical framework. This article proposes a
dual-criteria approach to identify economic
crimes: criminological criteria (focusing on
the offender’s intent, the nature of the act, and
its societal impact) and economic criteria
(assessing the disruption to macroeconomic
policies, market stability, and public welfare).
For example, while corruption may involve
misuse of power for personal gain, economic
crimes specifically target systemic economic
structures, such as disrupting monetary
policies, manipulating markets, or
undermining national financial systems. The
article further critiques prevailing theoretical
frameworks, including Merton’s anomie
theory, which attributes economic crime to
societal pressures for material success, and the
economic environment theory, which links
crime to market liberalization or state-
controlled economies. These theories, while
insightful, often overlook the intersectionality
of individual psychology, institutional
corruption, and global economic dynamics,
underscoring the need for a more integrated
analytical lens (Haji Dehabadi & Soleymani,
2017; Mahmoodi Janki, 2019).

Theoretical underpinnings of economic crime
are further enriched by psychological and
mixed frameworks. The psychological theory,
rooted in Pinatel’s criminal personality
typology, posits that economic offenders
exhibit traits such as narcissism, impulsivity,

and a lack of empathy, which drive their
pursuit of illicit gains. This perspective,
however, risks oversimplifying the complex
interplay of structural and individual factors.
In contrast, the mixed theory synthesizes
criminological, economic, and psychological
dimensions, arguing that economic crimes
arise from a confluence of personal
motivations (e.g., greed, ambition), systemic
vulnerabilities (e.g., regulatory gaps, weak
oversight), and environmental conditions
(e.g., economic instability, globalization). For
instance, the rise of cyber-enabled economic
crimes in Iran reflects both technological
advancements and the exploitation of
regulatory loopholes. The article emphasizes
that no single theory can fully explain
economic crime; instead, a multidisciplinary
approach is essential to develop context-
specific interventions. This is particularly
relevant in Iran, where the interplay of
political, economic, and cultural factors
creates a unique landscape for economic
crime, necessitating tailored legal and policy
responses (Haji Dehabadi, 2020; Haji Dehabadi
& Ghaderi Nia, 2021).

Iran’s legal system, despite recent reforms,
remains ill-equipped to address the evolving
nature of economic crimes. The IPC’s
restrictive definition of economic crimes—
often conflated with financial fraud or
corruption—fails to capture the full spectrum
of offenses, such as market manipulation, tax
evasion, and illicit financial flows. This
ambiguity has led to inconsistent
prosecutions, with offenders frequently
escaping accountability due to procedural
loopholes or political interference. Moreover,
Iran’s punitive legal culture prioritizes
retribution over rehabilitation, resulting in
overcrowded prisons, high recidivism rates,
and a lack of meaningful social reintegration
for offenders. The article critiques the absence
of a dedicated legal framework for economic
crimes, noting that existing provisions in the



IPC are outdated and insufficiently detailed.
For example, the IPC’s treatment of economic
crimes lacks clear guidelines for determining
appropriate sanctions, leading to arbitrary
sentencing that undermines the rule of law. To
address these shortcomings, the article
advocates for the adoption of modern
criminological principles, including the
systematic use of alternative punishments,
risk-based offender classification, and data-
driven policy design. Such reforms would not
only enhance legal efficacy but also align Iran’s
justice system with international best
practices, fostering greater transparency and
public confidence (Haji Dehabadi, 2020; Haji
Dehabadi & Soleymani, 2021, 2022).

In conclusion, the integration of modern
criminology into Iran’s legal framework
represents a critical step toward addressing
the systemic challenges posed by economic
crimes. By prioritizing rehabilitation,
prevention, and evidence-based policy, Iran
can transform its justice system from a
reactive punitive apparatus into a proactive
instrument of societal renewal. The proposed
dual-criteria framework for defining economic
crimes, combined with the adoption of
alternative sanctions and risk-based offender
management, offers a pragmatic pathway to
reducing recidivism, restoring public trust,
and safeguarding economic stability.
Crucially, these reforms must be accompanied
by broader institutional changes, including
judicial training, interagency collaboration,
and public awareness campaigns to shift
societal attitudes toward crime and justice. As
Iran navigates its economic and legal
modernization, the principles of modern
criminology provide a roadmap for building a
justice system that is not only more effective
but also more just—a system that recognizes
the humanity of offenders while upholding the
collective good. The time for incremental
change has passed; Iran must embrace a bold,
comprehensive reimagining of its approach to

economic crime to secure a more prosperous
and equitable future.
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