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ABSTRACT

This study aims to elucidate the perspective of the Holy Qur'an regarding the moral integrity of society and to extract strategies
for confronting moral deviations through a content analysis of The Quran, particularly Surah An-Nur. The research method is
qualitative content analysis based on a thematic exegesis approach. The findings indicate that Surah An-Nur presents a
systematic, balanced, and comprehensive framework grounded in several key principles. First, it emphasizes the equal and
shared responsibility of both women and men in preserving the moral boundaries of the individual and society, as reflected in
the parallel commands of verses 30 and 31 and in legal rulings such as the punishment for false accusation (gadhf). Second, it
offers multi-level strategies across three domains: the individual domain (self-purification, control of gaze and speech), the
familial domain (promotion of accessible marriage, religious upbringing, and parental supervision), and the social domain
(enjoining good and forbidding evil, equitable legislation, and cultural promotion of respect for privacy). Third, it prioritizes
preventive strategies—through regulating visual conduct, facilitating marriage, and observing social etiquette—over purely
punitive measures. Fourth, it portrays women as active and constructive agents serving as models of chastity, central figures in
family-based moral education, and participants in fostering a healthy social environment. The final conclusion demonstrates that,
from the Qur’anic perspective, moral integrity is a collective phenomenon arising from the responsible interaction of all social
institutions, in which the establishment of “moral security” is pursued through education, the creation of a healthy environment,
and just legislation, rather than by imposing responsibility upon a single gender. This study provides a framework for cultural
policymaking and for responding to contemporary misconceptions.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Contemporary societies are increasingly

exposed to complex moral, cultural, and
communicative transformations that affect the
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structure of individual identity, family
stability, social modesty, and public ethical
security. Within this context, the Qur’anic view
of moral health cannot be reduced to a set of



isolated prohibitions or punitive rules; rather,
it represents an integrated ethical system in
which personal discipline, family education,
social responsibility, and legal justice function
together. Surah An-Nur is one of the most
explicit Qur’anic chapters in this regard,
because it presents a coherent framework for
regulating public morality, protecting human
dignity, preserving chastity, preventing
slander, strengthening family boundaries, and
establishing ethical relations between men
and women. Classical and contemporary
exegetical works have emphasized that this
surah does not place moral responsibility on
one gender alone, but distributes it across all
believing individuals and social institutions
(Makarem Shirazi, 1995; Qaraati, 2004; Tabarsi,
1993). From this perspective, moral deviation
is not merely an individual failure; it is a social
disorder that emerges when self-control,
modesty, family  supervision,  public
responsibility, and legal protection are
weakened simultaneously. Therefore, the
present study aimed to explain the Qur’anic
model of moral health in Surah An-Nur, with
particular attention to the role of women, the
principle of shared responsibility, and
Qur’anic strategies for confronting moral
deviations.

The study employed a qualitative content
analysis method based on thematic exegesis.
Surah An-Nur was examined as the main
textual source, and its verses were analyzed in
relation to major themes such as chastity,
modesty, gaze control, protection of private
space, marriage, accusation, slander, family
discipline, and social reform. The theoretical
basis of the study was formed through Islamic
ethical and exegetical sources that define
ethics as a comprehensive system rooted in
faith, piety, self-purification, and social
obligation (Khomeini, 1999; Naraqi, 1993;
Shubbar, 1999). The analysis focused on
identifying the internal logic of the surah
rather than extracting isolated rulings.

Accordingly, the verses were interpreted as
parts of a connected moral architecture in
which preventive, educational, familial, legal,
and social mechanisms reinforce one another.
The study also drew upon Islamic discussions
of women’s dignity, social role, and moral
agency, especially those that reject both
passive and reductionist interpretations of
women’s position in Islamic ethics (Hashemi
Rakavandi, 2000; Javadi Amoli, 1999;
Nasirzadeh, 2010). This methodological
approach made it possible to show that Surah
An-Nur presents women not as the exclusive
source of moral danger, but as active
participants in the construction of a morally
secure society.

The findings show that the first and most
important principle in Surah An-Nur is the
principle of shared moral responsibility
between men and women. The commands
regarding lowering the gaze and guarding
chastity are addressed to believing men and
believing women in parallel form, which
indicates that the Qur’an considers moral self-
regulation a duty of both genders (Makarem
Shirazi, 1995; Qaraati, 2004). This parallel
structure challenges interpretations that place
the burden of moral control only on women.
Men are first commanded to regulate their
gaze and guard their chastity, and women are
then addressed with the same ethical core,
while additional instructions concerning
modest covering are presented in relation to
social visibility and protection of dignity. The
same balanced logic is visible in the legal
treatment of false accusation, where the honor
of chaste individuals is protected through
strict rules against slander and qadhf (Tabarsi,
1993; Tusi, 2008). Therefore, the Qur’anic
framework is not based on gendered blame,
but on ethical reciprocity. Both men and
women are responsible for self-restraint,
protection of dignity, and contribution to a
respectful public environment. This finding is
consistent with Islamic ethical sources that
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define moral excellence as a human
responsibility rather than a gender-exclusive
obligation (Laythi Wasiti, 1997; Tamimi Amadi,

1989).

The second major finding concerns the multi-
level structure of Qur’anic strategies for
confronting moral deviations. Surah An-Nur
does not rely solely on punishment; rather, it
gives priority to prevention, moral education,
family formation, and social discipline. At the
individual level, it emphasizes self-
purification, gaze control, chastity, control of
speech, and avoidance of rumor and
accusation. At the family level, it encourages
marriage, protects the privacy of the
household, and teaches etiquette of
permission and internal boundaries. At the
social level, it establishes public norms of
privacy, mutual respect, legal accountability,
and collective responsibility (Bagheri, 2006;
Ibn Babawayh, 1992; Kulayni, 1984). This
layered structure shows that moral health
cannot be achieved through isolated personal
advice or coercive legal measures alone.
Instead, the Qur'an constructs a preventive
system in which individuals are educated,
families are protected, society is morally
organized, and the law intervenes when
fundamental boundaries are violated. This
preventive orientation reflects the rational and
educational character of Islamic ethics, which
seeks to remove the causes of deviation before
they become entrenched social harms
(Khosroshahi, 2010; Mahdizadeh, 2002;
Motahari, 1995). Thus, punishment appears as
the final stage of moral regulation, not its
primary foundation.

The third finding relates specifically to the role
of women in the moral health of society. Surah
An-Nur presents women as morally
responsible agents who contribute to the
ethical quality of both family and society. Their
role appears in several interrelated
dimensions. First, through modesty, chastity,

and dignified social presence, women may
become practical models of moral identity and
social self-respect (Javadi Amoli, 19909;
Nasirzadeh, 2010). Second, through
motherhood and family education, women
play a central role in transmitting values such
as modesty, respect for privacy, truthful
speech, and self-control to the next generation
(Bagheri, 2006; Hashemi Rakavandi, 2000).
Third, women contribute to the purification of
social space by participating in society in a
manner that preserves dignity and prevents
the reduction of human interaction to sexual
attraction or visual consumption. Fourth, as
wives and family members, women participate
in the moral stability of the household and
help maintain trust, loyalty, and mutual
accountability. However, the study also shows
that this role should not be misunderstood as
transferring the entire burden of moral
protection to women. Rather, women’s role is
one part of a broader network of shared
responsibility that also includes men, families,
educational institutions, religious culture,
public policy, and law (Group of, 2010; Heydari
Naraghi, 2007).

In conclusion, the extended analysis of Surah
An-Nur demonstrates that the Qur’anic model
of moral health is balanced, preventive,
collective, and justice-oriented. It does not
construct women as passive objects or as the
sole source of moral deviation, nor does it
absolve men or society from responsibility.
Instead, it presents an integrated system in
which men and women are equally
accountable before God and society, while
family, law, education, and public culture all
participate in protecting moral security. The
surah gives priority to prevention over
punishment by emphasizing gaze control,
chastity, marriage, privacy, proper social
etiquette, and protection of reputation. It also
assigns women a constructive and central role
in ethical modeling, family education, and the
formation of a dignified public sphere.



Therefore, the Qur’anic approach offers a
comprehensive framework for cultural
policymaking, moral education, family
strengthening, and response to contemporary
misconceptions about Islam, women, and
social ethics.
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