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ABSTRACT

The expansion of artificial intelligence in recent decades has introduced new transformations across numerous fields of
knowledge, including Islamic jurisprudence and ijtihad. Scientific authority in Islamic jurisprudence refers to the position of
producing, evaluating, and directing juridical knowledge by jurists and scholarly institutions; a position historically founded upon
human ijtihad, mastery of religious sources, and the capacity for legal inference. The entry of artificial intelligence systems into
the domain of analyzing religious texts, retrieving jurisprudential data, and even generating quasi-fatwa responses raises the
question of how the future of scientific authority in Islamic jurisprudence will be influenced by this technology. The principal issue
addressed in the present study is the extent to which artificial intelligence can transform the traditional roles of scientific authority
in Islamic jurisprudence and what opportunities and threats may emerge in this process. In addition, the study examines what
form of jurisprudential and scientific regulation is necessary to preserve the authenticity of ijtihad while simultaneously benefiting
from technological capacities. The research method employed in this study is descriptive—analytical with an interdisciplinary
approach. Data were collected through library research, analysis of jurisprudential texts, review of scientific literature related to
artificial intelligence, and examination of existing experiences in intelligent religious systems. The tools utilized included scientific
databases, text-analysis software, language-based artificial intelligence systems, and comparative analysis of jurisprudential
viewpoints. The findings demonstrate that artificial intelligence can provide opportunities such as accelerating access to
jurisprudential sources, strengthening ijtihad-based research, enabling extensive textual analysis, and enhancing the efficiency
of seminary research. Conversely, threats such as the weakening of traditional authority, the possibility of errors in machine-
based legal inference, epistemic dependence on algorithms, and the emergence of illegitimate fatwas are also conceivable. The
investigation further indicates that the existing literature has paid insufficient attention to establishing a coherent jurisprudential
framework for governing the application of artificial intelligence in the fields of fatwa and ijtihad, reflecting a significant research
gap. Based on the findings, it is suggested that a framework for the jurisprudential regulation of intelligent technologies be
developed, that the supervisory role of jurists over intelligent systems be reinforced, and that artificial intelligence be employed
primarily as a supportive instrument for ijtihad rather than as a substitute for it.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence

has introduced a new epistemic condition for
the production, evaluation, and circulation of
knowledge in the humanities, including
Islamic jurisprudence. Jurisprudence has
traditionally relied on human ijtihad, mastery
of scriptural sources, logical inference,
principles of usul al-figh, and the scholarly
credibility of jurists as the foundations of
scientific authority. Scientific authority in
jurisprudence is not merely a technical
position but a complex epistemic and social
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institution through which qualified jurists
produce legal-religious knowledge, interpret
divine sources, respond to emerging issues,
and guide the religious conduct of society. This
authority has historically been grounded in
human capacities such as understanding
textual nuance, recognizing the objectives of
Sharia, identifying legal subjects, and
evaluating the changing conditions of time and
place (Mohaghegh Damad, 2016; Shahidi,
2004). However, the rise of artificial

intelligence systems capable of analyzing large
textual corpora, retrieving jurisprudential



data, detecting patterns in religious sources,
and even generating quasi-fatwa responses
has raised a fundamental question: whether
artificial intelligence will remain a supportive
research tool for jurists or whether it may
gradually transform the structure of scientific
authority itself (Hosseini, 2021; Nasiri, 2022).
This question is particularly important
because jurisprudential authority is not simply
based on access to information; it also depends
on interpretive competence, moral
responsibility, public trust, and institutional
legitimacy (Amid Zanjani, 2013; Tabatabai,
2013). Therefore, the present study examines
the future of scientific authority in
jurisprudence in the age of artificial
intelligence by focusing on the opportunities,
threats, and requirements of jurisprudential
regulation.

The problem addressed in this study arises
from the growing tension between human
jjtihad and machine-based analysis. For
centuries, jurisprudential knowledge has
developed through teacher—student relations,
seminary instruction, scholarly debate, textual
reasoning, and the gradual formation of
juristic credibility. Yet artificial intelligence
introduces a new mode of knowledge
processing that can rapidly search, classify,
compare, and analyze thousands of
jurisprudential, hadith, and exegetical texts.
This technological capacity can increase the
efficiency of juristic research, but it may also
alter the relationship between the jurist, the
religious community, and the sources of
religious knowledge. If users begin to rely on
algorithmic systems for religious answers
instead of referring to qualified jurists, a form
of impersonal or algorithmic authority may
emerge; such authority would be based not on
human scholarly competence and ethical
accountability, but on data processing and
computational trust (Bostrom, 2017; Floridi,
2020). This creates a serious epistemological
challenge, because ijtihad requires more than

the extraction of patterns from texts. It
requires contextual judgment, knowledge of
linguistic and historical subtleties, moral
reasoning, and the ability to relate legal rulings
to social realities (Haeri Yazdi, 2017; Malekian,
2018). Although previous studies have
discussed the application of technology in
Islamic studies and the broader effects of
digital transformation on the humanities,
fewer works have directly examined the
institutional and epistemic consequences of
artificial intelligence for jurisprudential
authority (Soroush, 2019; Vaezi, 2020). This
gap makes the formulation of a theoretical and
regulatory framework necessary.

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical
method with an interdisciplinary approach. It
draws on jurisprudential studies, philosophy
of technology, artificial intelligence studies,
and discussions of digital governance to
provide a comprehensive analysis of the issue.
The data were gathered through library
research and conceptual analysis of
jurisprudential texts, scientific literature on
artificial intelligence, and existing debates
concerning intelligent religious systems. The
study also uses comparative analysis to
examine Islamic and Western perspectives on
technology, authority, responsibility, and
epistemic validity. In this framework, key
concepts such as scientific authority, ijtihad,
artificial intelligence, machine-based
inference, algorithmic  authority, and
jurisprudential regulation are first clarified,
and then their interrelations are analyzed. The
study assumes that artificial intelligence
should not be treated merely as a technical
instrument, because its use in religious
knowledge production may have
epistemological, institutional, ethical, and
social consequences (Bostrom, 2017; Floridi,
2020). At the same time, it avoids a purely
rejectionist approach toward technology, since
artificial intelligence can provide significant
benefits for jurisprudential research when
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placed within a proper human-centered
framework (Hosseini, 2021; Nasiri, 2022). The
central research question is: What effect will
artificial intelligence have on the future of
scientific authority in jurisprudence, and how
can its wuse be regulated through a
jurisprudential  framework? The main
hypothesis is that artificial intelligence will not
replace jurisprudential authority but can
strengthen the process of ijtihad if its use is
supervised by jurists and governed by clear
epistemic, ethical, and institutional standards.
The findings show that artificial intelligence
offers several important opportunities for the
development of jurisprudential research. First,
it can accelerate access to jurisprudential and
religious sources by enabling researchers to
search vast corpora of hadith, legal opinions,
exegetical texts, and classical juristic works
within a short time. This reduces the time
spent on gathering sources and allows jurists
to focus more deeply on interpretation,
comparison, and legal reasoning (Kadivar,
2021; Nasiri, 2022). Second, artificial
intelligence can support network-based and
comparative analysis of jurisprudential texts
by identifying relations among narrations,
fatwas, legal arguments, and doctrinal schools.
Such analysis can help researchers trace the
historical development of juristic views and
recognize patterns that may be difficult to
detect through traditional methods (Amid
Zanjani, 2013; Vaezi, 2020). Third, tools based
on natural language processing can assist in
analyzing Arabic and Persian religious texts,
extracting key concepts, and comparing
semantic structures across multiple sources
(Hosseini, 2021). Fourth, artificial intelligence
can contribute to seminary education by
helping students understand the structure of
juristic argumentation, follow the stages of
inference, and access relevant materials more
systematically (Shahidi, 2004; Sobhani, 2015).
These opportunities indicate that artificial
intelligence can strengthen the analytical,

educational, and research capacities of
jurisprudential institutions, provided that it
remains a supportive tool rather than an
independent source of religious authority.

At the same time, the study identifies several
major threats. The first threat is the possible
weakening of traditional jurisprudential
authority through the formation of algorithmic
authority. If religious users receive answers
directly from intelligent systems without
juristic supervision, the social and epistemic
role of the jurist may gradually decline
(Malekian, 2018; Soroush, 2019). The second
threat is the epistemic limitation of machine
analysis. Artificial intelligence can process
texts, but it cannot fully grasp the objectives of
Sharia, the ethical dimensions of rulings, or
the contextual complexity of social realities.
Therefore, excessive  dependence on
algorithms may lead to superficial or distorted
interpretations of religious texts (Haeri Yazdi,
2017; Mohaghegh Damad, 2016). The third
challenge concerns responsibility and validity.
In the traditional system, the jurist bears
scientific and moral responsibility for fatwas
and legal opinions. In Al-assisted systems,
however, it may be unclear whether
responsibility lies with system designers,
users, institutions, or supervising jurists
(Jafari Langroudi, 2009; Katouzian, 2011). The
fourth threat is the risk of homogenizing
jurisprudential responses, because algorithms
may privilege dominant patterns and
marginalize minority or less frequent juristic
views (Nasiri, 2022). These challenges show
that the use of artificial intelligence in
jurisprudence requires a multilayered
regulatory framework based on transparency,
human supervision, source validation, ethical
accountability, preservation of juristic
diversity, and institutional responsibility
(Floridi, 2020; Vaezi, 2020).

In conclusion, artificial intelligence should be
understood as a strategic opportunity for
jurisprudential research and religious



knowledge production, but not as an
autonomous substitute for human ijtihad. The
study concludes that AI can improve the
speed, scope, and precision of jurisprudential
inquiry, facilitate access to complex textual
sources, support comparative and historical
analysis, and strengthen educational
processes in seminaries and research
institutions. Nevertheless, these benefits can
be realized only if artificial intelligence is
governed by a clear jurisprudential regulatory
framework. Such a framework must preserve
the central role of the jurist, ensure
transparency in data and algorithms, define
responsibility for errors, protect the diversity
of juristic views, and prevent the emergence of
unsupervised algorithmic authority. The main
hypothesis of the study is therefore confirmed:
artificial intelligence can contribute to the
development of ijtihad and strengthen
scientific authority in jurisprudence, but only
when it functions as a supervised auxiliary
instrument within a human-centered, ethically
responsible, and jurisprudentially legitimate
system. The future of scientific authority in
jurisprudence will not be determined by a
simple opposition between tradition and
technology; rather, it will depend on the ability
of religious institutions to create a balanced
model in which computational capacity serves
juristic wisdom, and technological innovation
remains aligned with the epistemic and moral
foundations of Islamic legal reasoning.
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