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ABSTRACT

This study is theoretical and fundamental in nature, and the method of data analysis is descriptive-analytical, based
on qualitative methodology. The data collection method is documentary and library-based. Furthermore, the study
seeks to establish both semantic and content-based connections between climate and criminal behavior. The
findings indicate that climate crises not only cause severe damage to the environment and natural resources, but
can also directly and indirectly affect social structures and human behavior. Social disorganization, as an analytical
framework, enables a deeper understanding of how social changes and the rise in criminal behaviors occur in the
wake of climate crises. One of the key outcomes of this study is that climate crises can lead to increased social
tensions and a decline in public trust. This situation, particularly in vulnerable communities that are
socioeconomically disadvantaged, may result in the emergence of criminal behaviors.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The climate crisis, increasingly framed as one

of the most pressing global threats, has
profound and multifaceted implications
beyond environmental degradation, extending
into the social and behavioral domains of
human life. One of the emerging concerns in
this context is the relationship between
climate-induced disturbances and the
escalation of criminal behaviors, a subject that
calls for an integrated theoretical framework
to unravel its complexities.  Social
disorganization theory, rooted in sociological
criminology, provides a powerful analytical
lens through which to examine how ecological
disruptions dismantle community structures
and erode social cohesion, thereby fostering
environments conducive to deviant behavior.
As Weil (2020) has demonstrated, while
climate variability correlates with rising crime
rates, the causality remains complex and
mediated by factors such as changes in law
enforcement strategies (Perkins & Felson,
2019; Weil, 2020). This study conceptualizes
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climate crises as not merely natural events but
also socio-structural stressors that expose
systemic vulnerabilities, particularly in
economically marginalized communities.
These vulnerabilities manifest in various
forms of social strain, ranging from
displacement and economic hardship to
weakened institutional trust and eroded
informal social controls, all of which are
catalysts for deviant and criminal acts
(Gonzales et al., 2024). Alazab et al. (2018)
further argue that such stressors contribute to
the disintegration of communal bonds and
trust networks, essential components of a
resilient social fabric (Alazab et al., 2018).

Social disorganization, classically defined as a
breakdown in the relationships and consensus
between community members regarding
social goals and means of achieving them,
becomes particularly salient in the aftermath
of climate disasters. The theory posits that
neighborhoods marked by poverty, residential
instability, and ethnic heterogeneity often lack
the collective efficacy necessary to regulate



behavior and prevent crime (Alivardi Nia et al.,
2023). These structural deficits are
exacerbated in climate-stricken areas where
infrastructural collapse, resource scarcity, and
social fragmentation render both formal and
informal control mechanisms ineffective. As
Perkins et al. (2019) and Flynn et al. (2019)
observe, the destruction of physical
infrastructure and the subsequent weakening
of law enforcement presence often prompt
affected individuals to seek alternative,
sometimes illegal, means of subsistence and
justice (Flynn & Miller, 2019; Perkins & Felson,
2019). The incapacity of formal institutions to
maintain order in such contexts invites
opportunistic crimes, including theft and
looting, and increases the likelihood of the
emergence of deviant subcultures that operate
outside the bounds of the law. Thus, social
disorganization theory offers not only a
descriptive but also a predictive model for
understanding crime surges in post-disaster
settings, highlighting the need for strategic
social investment in community resilience and
cohesion.

Climate change's influence on criminal
behavior is not limited to the aftermath of
acute disasters but also involves chronic
environmental stressors such as prolonged
heatwaves, droughts, and rising sea levels.
These slow-onset phenomena intensify
psychological and physiological stress among
populations,  thereby increasing the
probability of interpersonal violence and other
forms of criminal conduct. Corcoran et al.
(2022) and Stevens et al. (2019) underscore
the psychosocial toll of climate-induced stress,
noting its significant contribution to mental
health deterioration and subsequent deviant
behavior (Corcoran & Zahnow, 2022; Stevens et
al., 2019). Economic dimensions are also
deeply implicated; as heat waves and extreme
weather events disrupt labor productivity and
agricultural yields, communities face income
losses, food insecurity, and heightened

inequality. Becker’s (1968) rational choice
theory becomes relevant here, as it postulates
that crime is a function of a cost-benefit
analysis where individuals engage in illegal
activities when the expected utility outweighs
the anticipated risks and penalties. In crisis-
stricken areas where the enforcement of law

becomes inconsistent and  economic
opportunities diminish, this risk-reward
calculus increasingly tilts in favor of

criminality (Paulson et al., 2006). Moreover,
demographic factors such as age, education
level, and racial composition interact with
climatic stressors to determine the likelihood
and typology of criminal behaviors, as
demonstrated in various empirical studies
linking heat exposure with spikes in violent
crimes and thefts (Safak & Tabur, 2023).

The geographical aspect of crime in relation to
climate change has also gained traction,
particularly through the lens of environmental
criminology. This sub-discipline explores how
the physical environment, including urban
infrastructure and weather conditions,
influences the spatial distribution of crime.
Historical accounts, such as those in Mertens’
work on the meteorological determinants of
crime, point to a longstanding interest in the
climatological determinants of deviance
(Mertens, 2015). Modern studies, such as that
of Zhou et al. (2020), corroborate these
insights by empirically linking seasonal
variations in temperature with fluctuations in
crime rates. In Australia, for instance,
deviations in average temperature have been
statistically —associated with substantial
increases in monthly crime rates (Xu et al.,
2020). The interplay between spatial
dislocation caused by disasters and the
resultant  demographic  flux  further
complicates the wurban crime landscape,
necessitating a nuanced understanding of
spatial justice and access to resources. As
communities relocate or become internally
displaced, traditional social networks
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disintegrate, and new, often unregulated
spaces emerge where legal oversight is
minimal. These liminal spaces become
breeding grounds for illegal activities,
exacerbated by competition over scarce
resources and the lack of institutional support
systems.

The theoretical implications of the
relationship between climate change and
criminal behavior extend into the policy
domain, particularly concerning law
enforcement and social planning. Findings
from empirical research, including that by
Chen et al. (2020) and Stevens et al. (2019),
stress the need for adaptive policing strategies
that account for temporal and spatial
variations in crime due to climatic anomalies
(Chen & Li, 2020; Stevens et al., 2019). For
instance, during heatwaves, the propensity for
violent crimes increases, yet police forces often
reduce patrols due to occupational hazards,
thereby creating enforcement vacuums.
Similarly, in post-disaster scenarios, the lack
of clarity over property ownership and
widespread chaos can deter crime reporting
and hinder accurate crime data collection. This
necessitates not only the integration of
climatological data into policing models but
also the establishment of proactive community
outreach programs aimed at rebuilding trust
and strengthening informal social controls.
Policies that enhance access to housing,
education, and health services in vulnerable
areas serve as preventive measures against the
spiral of disorganization and crime.
Furthermore, interdisciplinary collaboration
between climatologists, sociologists,
criminologists, and urban planners is essential
to developing comprehensive frameworks for
understanding and mitigating the
criminogenic impacts of climate change.
Despite the progress made in correlational and
causal investigations, significant gaps remain
in the scholarship surrounding climate change
and crime. Existing studies often suffer from

methodological limitations, such as the
underreporting of crimes during extreme
events or the failure to account for socio-
political variables that mediate the climate-
crime nexus. The lack of longitudinal data and
region-specific analyses further constrains the
generalizability of findings. As Dobson et al.
(2024) emphasize, a more granular approach
that incorporates localized climate data,
demographic  profiles, and economic
indicators is necessary to fully capture the
dynamics at play (Dobson & Orak, 2024).
Moreover, most studies have been reactive,
analyzing crime after the occurrence of a
climatic event. There is a pressing need for
predictive models that can forecast crime
surges based on climate projections and thus
inform timely interventions. Incorporating the
social disorganization framework into climate
adaptation policies not only enhances their
effectiveness but also ensures that crime
prevention becomes an integral component of
disaster preparedness and response planning.
This paradigm shift in policy thinking
acknowledges the bidirectional influence
between environmental stressors and social
systems and promotes a more holistic
approach to societal resilience.

In conclusion, the intricate linkages between
climate crises and criminal behaviors
necessitate a comprehensive, interdisciplinary
understanding of the socio-environmental
landscape. The social disorganization
framework proves particularly useful in
elucidating how  climatic  disruptions
dismantle = communal structures and
undermine the normative constraints that
inhibit crime. As communities face
increasingly severe weather events and long-
term environmental degradation, the resultant
social fragmentation, economic strain, and
psychological distress create fertile ground for
the proliferation of deviant behaviors.
Addressing these challenges requires an
integrative policy response that combines



climate resilience with crime prevention
strategies. Strengthening social cohesion,
investing in public infrastructure, and
promoting equitable resource distribution are
critical components of such a strategy. By
reconceptualizing crime as a symptom of
broader structural vulnerabilities exacerbated
by environmental change, societies can better
prepare for and respond to the multifaceted
impacts of the climate crisis. Ultimately,
fostering  adaptive  capacities  within
communities not only mitigates the risk of
climate-related crimes but also enhances
overall societal well-being in an era of
unprecedented ecological uncertainty.
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