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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to examine the status of women in social and cultural activities within Islamic societies through a
comparative analysis of Shi'a jurisprudence and the schools of Sunni jurisprudence. The research methodology combined
jurisprudential-textual analysis, legal-comparative examination, and historical-sociological analysis. Data were collected from
Qur'anic sources, Prophetic traditions, juristic texts, national legislation, and historical case studies. The findings indicate that
both jurisprudential systems recognize women's participation in social and cultural activities and, in certain circumstances,
consider it obligatory. However, differences exist regarding the limits of gender interaction, dress codes, and eligibility for holding
public office. Shi'a jurisprudence, drawing upon dynamic ijtihad and principles such as public interest (maslahah), provides a
broader framework for women's participation. In contrast, the approaches of Sunni schools vary according to specific legal
traditions and cultural contexts. A comparative examination of national laws in countries such as Iran, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, and Indonesia demonstrates that the translation of jurisprudential principles into legal frameworks is significantly
influenced by cultural, political, and economic factors. Historical evidence confirms the important contributions of women to
Islamic scholarship, economic life, and cultural development across different historical periods. The sociological analysis
identifies four principal factors affecting women's participation: jurisprudential foundations, legal frameworks, cultural context,
and media influence. Overall, the findings emphasize the necessity of synergy among jurisprudential, legal, and cultural
dimensions to achieve sustainable participation of Muslim women in civilizational development.
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comparative analysis of Shi'a jurisprudence

and Sunni jurisprudential schools, with
attention to the legal and socio-cultural
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contexts of Iran, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, and Indonesia. The issue of women’s
participation in Islamic societies is not merely
a legal or social question, but a
multidimensional subject located at the
intersection of jurisprudence, ethics, law,
politics, culture, and civilizational studies.
From the earliest period of Islam, women’s
presence beside the Prophet Muhammad and
within the formative experience of the
Medinan community demonstrated the link
between individual responsibility and
collective social duty. Figures such as Khadija
and Fatima illustrate that Muslim women
were not confined to domestic life, but
participated in financial support, moral
education, cultural continuity, and the broader
formation of Islamic society (Hashemi, 2001).
Qur’anic foundations also support this shared
responsibility by recognizing human dignity,
moral agency, and social obligation for both
women and men (Shakarbigi et al., 2022). On
this basis, the study argues that the question is
not whether women may participate in social
and cultural life, but how such participation
has been interpreted, regulated, and
institutionalized across different
jurisprudential and national contexts.

The research adopts an integrated
interpretive-analytical methodology
combining jurisprudential-textual analysis,
legal-comparative inquiry, historical-
documentary examination, and sociological
interpretation. In the first layer, Qur’anic
verses, hadith sources, classical juristic texts,
and contemporary jurisprudential writings are
examined to identify the normative
foundations of women’s social and cultural
activity in Shi'a and Sunni legal thought. Shi'a
jurisprudence, drawing on the teachings of the
Ahl al-Bayt and the continuing practice of
ijtihad, recognizes women’s participation as
legitimate when religious norms are observed
and does not reduce women'’s role to the family
sphere (Sheikh, 1992). Sunni jurisprudential

schools likewise rely on the Qur’an, Sunnah,
and early Islamic precedents, but differ in their
treatment of gender interaction, public
authority, and institutional participation
according to school, locality, and historical
context (Ahmadi & Seyedi Jarbandi, 2011). In
the second layer, the study compares national
legal systems and policies in the selected
countries to determine how jurisprudential
assumptions are translated into
constitutional, civil, family, and public
regulations. In the third layer, historical and
sociological evidence is used to understand
how legal rules operate within real cultural
environments.

The findings show that both Shi'a and Sunni
jurisprudence recognize the basic legitimacy of
women’s participation in education, teaching,
cultural transmission, public-benefit
activities, economic activity, and moral-social
responsibility. In some cases, such
participation may become a religious duty,
especially where it relates to education,
preservation of Islamic values, public welfare,
or commanding right and forbidding wrong.
Shi'a jurisprudence, due to its systematic
reliance on dynamic ijtihad, public interest,
and the adaptability of legal reasoning to
changing social conditions, provides a
relatively broader theoretical basis for
women’s presence in public and cultural fields
(Bahram, 2020; Motahhari, 2010). In Sunni
jurisprudence, the range of interpretation
varies among Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i, and
Hanbali approaches, producing different
practical positions on women’s participation
in public institutions, mixed educational
spaces, artistic activity, and political-social
roles (Ahmadi & Seyedi Jarbandi, 2011).
Nevertheless, the main difference between the
two traditions does not concern the principle
of participation itself, but rather its limits,
forms, and conditions, especially regarding
modesty, dress, gender interaction, public
authority, and the relationship between family



obligations and public activity (Yaseri &
Akhavan-Nilchi, 2018).

The comparative legal findings indicate that
national laws in Islamic countries are shaped
not only by jurisprudential doctrine but also by
political systems, state-building models,
cultural norms, economic transformation,
colonial or postcolonial legal inheritance, and
international human-rights discourse. Iran is
based largely on Twelver Shi'a jurisprudence
and represents a civil-law system with a strong
Shari'a-centered foundation; women possess

legal rights in education, property,
employment, marriage-related financial
claims, and some forms of public

participation, yet they continue to face
challenges in areas such as managerial
authority, family law, and full gender equality
(Maranlou, 2014; Sayadi, 2024). Saudi Arabia
has historically reflected a Hanbali-oriented
and judge-centered legal structure, with recent
reforms in personal status and public
participation, although patriarchal
guardianship principles remain influential in
family law (Alanzi, 2020; Mas'odi & El Zer,
2025). Malaysia demonstrates a dual legal
structure in which Shari'a courts regulate
Muslim personal matters while civil courts
govern other domains; this structure has
allowed relatively wider social and
professional participation while preserving
restrictions in family law, inheritance, divorce,
and religious norms (Mohiuddin, 2024; Trakic
& Haydar Ali Tajuddin, 2021). Egypt combines
constitutional equality with  persistent
inequalities in personal status and family law
(Elsaman, 2020). Indonesia reflects a localized
and plural legal Islam in which reformist
judicial reasoning and the 2019 marriage-law
reform have opened new possibilities for
women’s rights while structural inequalities
remain (Lindsey, 2024; Seff et al., 2025).

The historical-civilizational analysis confirms
that women’s social and cultural activity is not
a modern import into Islamic societies but a

rooted element of Islamic civilization. Women
contributed to the formation and preservation
of religious sciences, education, literature,
public  welfare, charitable institutions,
libraries, and cultural networks across
different periods. Studies on Shi'a women in
the fourth Islamic century show that women
played important roles in stabilizing and
deepening the sciences and culture of Islamic
civilization through teaching, authorship,
support for scholarly circles, and transmission
of religious knowledge (Ahmadi-Bighash,
2021). Research on transformative women in
Islamic civilization also shows that many
historical models of female cultural leadership
have remained insufficiently translated,
introduced, or institutionalized in
contemporary  scholarship, which has
weakened the visibility of women’s
civilizational role (Babaei & Khataminia, 2023).
The study further finds that women’s
economic  participation has  Qur’anic
legitimacy when ethical and religious
boundaries are observed (Taherinia, 2004).
Likewise, the conceptual model of women’s
role in realizing a new Islamic civilization
presents women’s educational, economic,
cultural, and family-related roles as mutually
reinforcing rather than contradictory
(Mahmoudi-Nasab & Nikoukhesal, 2022; Yaseri
& Akhavan-Nilchi, 2018). These findings
challenge reductionist readings that treat
women’s public activity as inherently
inconsistent with Islamic norms.

The sociological findings identify four major
factors affecting women’s participation in
contemporary Muslim societies:
jurisprudential  foundations and their
interpretation, legal and policy frameworks,
local cultural contexts, and media-
globalization = dynamics.  Jurisprudential
interpretation can either expand women’s
participation through dynamic ijtihad and
attention to social realities or restrict it
through conservative readings that reduce
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religious norms to fixed social customs
(Heydari Nikou-Raftar & Zarei, 2022;
Mashayekhipour, 2022). Legal frameworks can
transform  jurisprudential capacity into
enforceable rights, but they may also limit
participation when shaped by patriarchal
assumptions, institutional inertia, or selective
interpretation of religious principles (Jafari
Langroudi, 2015; Jalali, 2004). Cultural context
is equally decisive: urbanization, higher
education, civil institutions, and media
literacy tend to increase women’s
participation, while local patriarchal customs
may prevent women from benefiting from
rights already recognized in law. Media and
globalization function as double-edged forces:
they enable visibility, education, networking,
and empowerment, but they may also
introduce models perceived as culturally alien
unless mediated through religious and cultural
literacy (Hama-Nouri Darvish-Ali et al., 2024;
Nasr, 2005).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
sustainable social and cultural participation of
Muslim women requires synergy among three
levels: jurisprudential renewal, legal-policy
reform, and cultural transformation.
Jurisprudentially, both Shi'a and Sunni
traditions contain sufficient foundations for
recognizing women as active, responsible, and
creative members of society, although
interpretive methods determine the scope of
this recognition. Legally, national systems
must translate these capacities into clear,
enforceable, and context-sensitive rules that
protect religious identity while preventing
unnecessary exclusion. Culturally, societies
must reform restrictive customs, expand
public awareness, and present historically
authentic models of Muslim women who
contributed to knowledge, welfare, education,
culture, and civilizational development. The
comparative evidence from Iran, Malaysia,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Indonesia shows that
no single Islamic legal model fully determines

women’s lived reality; rather, women’s
participation emerges from the interaction
between jurisprudence, law, state policy, social
norms, and historical experience. Therefore,
the advancement of Muslim women’s social
and cultural roles should be understood not as
a departure from Islamic civilization, but as a
necessary condition for its renewal, continuity,
and human development.
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