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ABSTRACT

Citizenship rights constitute one of the fundamental pillars of any civil society, providing the necessary conditions
for a dignified and humane life as a set of rights and freedoms. These rights are shaped by cultural, social, and
religious factors in different societies and are interpreted and implemented within diverse legal systems. Among
these, Islamic jurisprudence, as a comprehensive and authoritative legal framework, plays a significant role in
defining and elucidating citizenship rights. On the other hand, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
as an international document, outlines universal principles and standards for human rights. This declaration
particularly emphasizes individual, social, and political freedoms, aiming to promote human dignity on a global scale.
The analysis of citizenship rights from the perspectives of Islamic jurisprudence and the UDHR, with a focus on
legitimate freedoms, explores the strengths and existing challenges in both frameworks. Islamic jurisprudence, on
the one hand, emphasizes ethical and religious values, acknowledges citizenship rights, and upholds principles
such as justice, equality, and respect for human dignity. On the other hand, the UDHR adopts a secular and
universal approach, seeking to safeguard human rights for all individuals regardless of religion, race, or nationality.
The concept of freedom as understood in Islamic legal sources is general in nature and fundamentally differs from
the concept of freedom as envisioned by Western thinkers and articulated in the UDHR. While there may be
similarities in meaning and scope, the foundational perspectives diverge significantly. According to the Iranian legal
system, which is derived from Islamic jurisprudence, absolute freedom is not recognized. Instead, freedom must be
accompanied by human dignity, an Islamic worldview, consideration of the afterlife, and the avoidance of promoting
immorality and vice in society. Conversely, the notion of freedom in the UDHR s restricted by only one condition:
non-infringement upon the rights and freedoms of others. It appears that the constraints on legitimate freedoms in
Islamic jurisprudence and the UDHR are not identical. In Islamic jurisprudence, the concept of citizenship is formally
recognized. Citizens possess various rights and responsibilities, and the government is obligated to uphold these
rights and require citizens to fulfill their responsibilities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Citizenship rights serve as one of the most

essential foundations of civil societies, forming
the core of legal relationships between
individuals and the state. These rights, often
encapsulating civil, political, and social
dimensions, are defined and protected within
distinct cultural, religious, and legal contexts.
In Islamic jurisprudence, citizenship is
understood as a set of interrelated rights and
duties founded upon the principles of justice,
collective welfare, and moral order. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), conversely, defines citizenship rights
through a secular and universalist lens,
emphasizing the equal and inalienable rights
of all individuals. This study undertakes a
comparative legal analysis of citizenship rights
in these two frameworks, with particular
attention to the scope and limits of legitimate
freedoms. It explores how Islamic
jurisprudence upholds the dignity, equality,
and responsibilities of citizens while
incorporating moral constraints rooted in
divine law. Simultaneously, it examines the
UDHR’s secular foundation, which prioritizes
non-discrimination, individual liberty, and
minimal state interference. The investigation
highlights areas of convergence—such as
mutual recognition of dignity and justice—and
divergence, especially concerning the nature
and boundaries of personal freedom (Amini,
2019; Bagherzadeh, 2017; Zarei, 2021).
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At the heart of this comparison is the
conceptual divergence in defining freedom.
Islamic legal tradition conceives freedom not
as an unbounded right but as a responsibility
bound by moral, social, and divine
imperatives. The Quran and Hadith emphasize
human dignity and liberty, but within the
confines of ethical behavior, respect for
communal norms, and accountability before
God. For example, the notion of no
compulsion in religion (La ikraha fid-din)
reflects a principle of religious freedom while
simultaneously  reinforcing the moral
parameters of belief and practice. In contrast,
the UDHR promotes a form of negative liberty,
defining freedom primarily as the absence of
external coercion, constrained only by the
rights of others and the requirements of public
order. The Iranian legal system, drawing
heavily from Islamic jurisprudence, does not
recognize absolute freedom; rather, it
conditions liberty upon respect for religious
and societal norms, the eschewal of vice, and
consideration of the afterlife (Bahadori
Jahromi & Hosseini, 2017; Orangi, 2023).
Meanwhile, the UDHR prescribes freedom
with a single caveat: that the exercise of one’s
rights must not infringe upon the rights and
freedoms of others. Thus, although both
systems uphold freedom as an essential
human value, their normative underpinnings
and regulatory mechanisms differ
substantially.



In terms of legitimate freedoms, Islamic
jurisprudence recognizes and upholds a
variety of fundamental liberties—including
freedom of expression, religion, assembly, and
property—while imposing certain restrictions
to preserve moral integrity and social
harmony. Freedom of expression is supported
within Islamic law, particularly when oriented
toward truth and constructive discourse.
However, slander, incitement, and offense to
religious sanctities are prohibited. In parallel,
the UDHR enshrines freedom of expression as
a near-absolute right, limited only by the need
to avoid hate speech or incitement to violence.
Similarly, freedom of religion in Islamic
jurisprudence is framed within a context of
communal respect and tolerance, grounded in
Quranic injunctions against compulsion. Yet,
apostasy or open defiance of core religious
tenets may incur restrictions in some
interpretations. The UDHR, by contrast,
includes not only the freedom to choose and
practice religion but also the right to change it,
reflecting a more individualistic paradigm
(Bagherzadeh, 2017; Mortazaei, 2013). Both
frameworks recognize property rights, though
Islamic jurisprudence frames them within
stewardship and social responsibility, while
the UDHR places primary emphasis on
individual autonomy and security of
ownership (Bahramvand, 2024).

The comparative analysis also reveals
substantial overlap in their commitment to
human dignity, equality, and justice. In
Islamic jurisprudence, dignity (karamah) is
considered intrinsic to all humans, based on
Quranic affirmations of humanity’s elevated
status. The framework of rights in Islamic law
is therefore grounded in the idea that human
beings, as God’s vicegerents on earth, deserve
respect, security, and equitable treatment.
Justice (adl) is a cornerstone value, informing
all legal judgments and ensuring the fair
distribution of rights and duties. The UDHR
shares these values, particularly in its

preamble and foundational articles, where
human dignity and equality before the law are
presented as the bedrock of human rights.
However, whereas Islamic jurisprudence
situates these values within a theocentric
framework, viewing them as divine
obligations, the UDHR anchors them in
human consensus and rationalism. This
divergence has practical implications for
lawmaking and enforcement. For instance,
while both systems may prohibit arbitrary
detention or torture, the basis for prohibition
and the interpretation of what constitutes a
violation can vary widely (Mousavi, 2017;
Nejati Hosseini, 2011).

Institutionally, the role of the state in
protecting and regulating citizenship rights
also varies between the two systems. In
Islamic jurisprudence, the state is a moral
agent entrusted with upholding divine law and
ensuring societal welfare. It has an affirmative
duty to safeguard citizens’ rights, enforce
public morality, and maintain justice. This
includes oversight of economic equity, support
for the vulnerable, and promotion of collective
ethical norms. The state’s legitimacy is partly
derived from its fidelity to these
responsibilities. In contrast, the UDHR-
inspired model views the state more as a
neutral enforcer of rights rather than a moral
guardian. It is bound by constitutional
constraints and obligated to refrain from
infringing upon individual autonomy. Civil
society organizations, independent judiciaries,
and international human rights mechanisms
play central roles in holding governments
accountable. Despite these differences, both
systems acknowledge the interdependence of
rights and duties—citizens enjoy freedoms, but
also bear responsibilities toward society and
the legal order. Where Islamic jurisprudence
emphasizes ta'awun (cooperation) and
mutual responsibility, the UDHR references
the social function of rights in Article 29,
underscoring the need for balancing liberty
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with solidarity (Mousavi Far, 2014; Sadegh
Khani et al., 2020; Sharifi, 2014).

In conclusion, the analysis of citizenship rights
and legitimate freedoms within Islamic
jurisprudence and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights reveals both harmonies and
tensions rooted in their respective ontologies.
Islamic jurisprudence constructs a framework
of rights embedded in spiritual accountability,
ethical responsibility, and communal well-
being, offering a holistic vision of justice that
transcends individualism. The UDHR, on the
other hand, emphasizes universalism,
secularism, and individual rights, advocating a
pluralistic vision anchored in shared human
dignity and equality. While the two traditions
may reach similar conclusions on issues like
the right to life, dignity, and equality, their
underlying philosophies and modalities of
enforcement diverge. Importantly, the areas of
overlap—particularly in advocating justice,
dignity, and the balanced exercise of
freedoms—provide fertile ground for dialogue
and normative reconciliation. Bridging these
frameworks requires mutual respect,
interpretive  flexibility, and a shared
commitment to the inherent value of human
beings across cultures and traditions. In doing
so, societies can foster inclusive legal systems
that reflect both local identity and universal
human aspirations.
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