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ABSTRACT

The jurisprudence of resistance, as an important branch of Islamic jurisprudence, is concerned with elucidating the Sharia rulings
and legal principles governing resistance to oppression, the defense of rights, and steadfastness against aggressors. Using a
descriptive-analytical method and library-based sources, this study seeks to evaluate and explain a theoretical framework
grounded in the doctrine of authentic resistance in Islamic thought for confronting soft warfare and maintaining internal security
and stability. The findings indicate that the jurisprudence of resistance rests on robust foundations, including the principle of
negation of domination (nafy al-sabil), the principle of preventing hostile infiltration, the obligation to defend the integrity of Islam
(defensive jihad), the principle of no harm (la darar), the principle of preserving the social and political order, the principle of
justice, and the principle of dignity. Each of these principles has considerable potential for developing a theoretical framework
for countering soft threats. The culture of resistance, through such components as opposition to hegemonic domination, a jihad-
oriented spirit, and the revitalization of religious identity, also provides a clear perspective for achieving sustainable internal
security. The Islamic defense system encompasses three categories of jurisprudential propositions—security-generating rules,
security-threatening factors, and the rulings and regulations governing warfare—which together provide a comprehensive
framework for safeguarding national security. Accordingly, by offering robust theoretical foundations and practical strategies, the
jurisprudence of resistance can serve as an effective roadmap for countering soft warfare and strengthening internal security.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The jurisprudence of resistance has emerged

as an important field within contemporary
Islamic jurisprudence because of the
increasing complexity of security threats
facing Muslim societies, particularly threats
that operate through cultural, cognitive,
media, political, and social mechanisms rather
than direct military confrontation. Internal
security is no longer defined solely by
territorial integrity, law enforcement, or the
absence of armed conflict; rather, it
increasingly depends on the stability of
collective identity, social cohesion, cultural
confidence, political legitimacy, and the
capacity of society to resist external patterns of
influence. Soft threats seek to transform the
beliefs, values, behavioral patterns, and
interpretive frameworks of a target society
without necessarily resorting to direct
violence. They operate gradually through
media, educational institutions, cultural
products, social networks, public discourse,
and mechanisms of ideological influence,
thereby affecting the cognitive and normative
foundations of social life (Amiri, 2010;
Hashemi, 2011). Within this context, the
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jurisprudence of resistance can be understood
as a systematic effort to derive Sharia-based
rules governing opposition to domination,
resistance to oppression, protection of Islamic
identity, defense against cultural infiltration,
and preservation of the political and social
integrity of Muslim communities (Ahmadi Nik
& Mozaffari Chinjani, 2023; Asifi, 2009).
Contemporary discussions have further
emphasized that resistance is not limited to
military confrontation but constitutes a
broader strategic paradigm encompassing
political, cultural, economic, ideological, and
security dimensions (Majnoun Pilehroud,
2023; Momeni & Rezazadeh, 2020).
Accordingly, the present study employed a
descriptive-analytical method based on library
research to examine the jurisprudential
foundations of resistance against soft threats,
analyze their relevance to internal security,
and explain how Islamic jurisprudence can
provide both theoretical principles and
practical strategies for confronting non-
military forms of domination and
destabilization.

The conceptual framework of the study begins
with the meaning of jurisprudence, resistance,
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internal security, soft threats, and the culture
of resistance. Jurisprudence, in its technical
sense, refers to the systematic derivation of
subsidiary Sharia rulings from recognized
legal sources (Al-Muzaffar, 1994), whereas
resistance denotes steadfastness, persistence,
and collective or individual opposition to
domination and aggression (Al-Farahidi, 1988;
Ibn al-Athir, 1997; Ibn Faris, 1983). In
contemporary Islamic political literature,
resistance refers to refusing submission to
domination, preserving religious and national
values, and defending political, cultural, and
social independence (Mirghaderi & Kiani,
2012). The jurisprudence of resistance
therefore ~ encompasses legal  rulings
concerning the defense of Islam, protection of
Muslim society, prevention of foreign
domination, resistance against domestic
tyranny, and confrontation with cultural
penetration (Asifi, 2009). Internal security, by
contrast, refers to a condition in which public
order, social tranquility, political stability, and
the security of life and property are
maintained within national borders (Mehri,
2024). Culture occupies a particularly
important position in this framework because
it provides the symbolic and normative
infrastructure upon which political, social, and
even defensive stability are built (Rajabi &
Asadi, 2017). Soft threats specifically target
this infrastructure by attempting to replace
indigenous values and patterns of conduct
with externally generated ones, often through
gradual, indirect, and psychologically oriented
means (Eftekhari, 2010; Safdari, 2022).
Consequently, the culture of resistance may be
understood as a set of beliefs, values, norms,
attitudes, and behavioral patterns that foster
steadfastness against domination and
strengthen collective identity, religious
commitment, self-confidence, national unity,
and willingness to defend the community
against external pressure (Rajabi & Asadi,
2017). This conceptualization demonstrates

that security in the contemporary
environment is inseparable from cultural
resilience and that jurisprudential analysis
must address the protection of meaning,
identity, and social cohesion in addition to
physical defense.

The findings reveal that the jurisprudence of
resistance rests upon a series of
interconnected jurisprudential principles
capable of establishing a normative
foundation for confronting soft threats. One of
the most significant is the principle of negation
of domination, derived from the Qur’anic
rejection of any legitimate path of domination
by unbelievers over believers. This principle
has traditionally been interpreted as
prohibiting political, legal, economic, and
military subjugation, but its contemporary
implications also extend to cultural and
intellectual forms of domination (Momeni &
Rezazadeh, 2020; Tabatabaei, 1995). Closely
related is the principle of preventing hostile
infiltration, which warns against granting
strategic access to actors whose intentions are
hostile to the Islamic community and whose
influence can create the conditions for broader
domination (Momeni & Rezazadeh, 2020).
From this perspective, soft penetration
through educational institutions, media
networks, elite formation, cultural production,
and ideological dependency may fall within the
jurisprudential concern with preventing
domination and infiltration (Alidoust, 2023).
Another important foundation is the doctrine
of defensive jihad aimed at preserving the very
existence and integrity of Islam, according to
which collective resistance becomes obligatory
when the foundations of religion are placed
under serious threat (Fazel Lankarani, 2019;
Hosseinikhaah & Khosravi, 2022). This doctrine
differs from conventional understandings of
defensive warfare because the threat to Islam
may arise through non-military mechanisms
and may therefore require participation
beyond traditional combat roles. The principle



requiring the strengthening of available forms
of power also supports the development of
cultural, scientific, media, technological, and
cyber capacities in addition to military
capabilities (Makarem Shirazi, 1992; Mehri,
2024; Tabatabaei, 1995). Taken together, these
principles transform resistance from a reactive
military concept into a multidimensional
jurisprudential framework for preserving
autonomy and preventing the gradual erosion
of cultural and political independence.

Other jurisprudential principles further
reinforce this framework. The prohibition
against assisting in sin and aggression
provides a legal basis for rejecting cooperation
with actors or institutions whose activities
contribute to weakening Islamic society or
facilitating hostile influence (Bojnourdi, 1998).
Similarly, the principle of no harm establishes
that conduct producing substantial harm to
individuals or society may be prohibited and
therefore offers a jurisprudential basis for
confronting cultural activities that undermine
religious identity, social cohesion, or collective
security (Al-Hurr al-Amili, 1993; Bojnourdi,
2000). The principle of preserving the social
and political order also occupies a central
place in the jurisprudence of resistance
because the maintenance of an Islamic
political and social system has been regarded
as a major obligation, particularly when
disorder threatens the continuity of religious
and public institutions (Khomeini, 1985;
Momen Qomi, 2004). In the context of soft
warfare, campaigns designed to erode social
trust, undermine political legitimacy, weaken
religious norms, or intensify social division
may therefore be evaluated through the
jurisprudential concern with preserving order.
The principles of justice and dignity also play
a complementary role. Justice provides a
normative basis for opposition to oppression
and support for vulnerable and oppressed
communities, while dignity rejects
submission, humiliation, and dependence on

dominating powers (Ahmadi Nik & Mozaffari
Chinjani, 2023; Majnoun Pilehroud, 2023;
Shariati, 2014). These principles indicate that
resistance is not merely defensive but is also
value-oriented, seeking to protect a moral and
political order founded wupon justice,
autonomy, religious identity, and human
dignity. Within this structure, the principle of
religious-political leadership additionally
contributes to unity, coordinated decision-
making, and the prevention of fragmentation
in periods of political and cultural crisis
(Hashemi, 2011).

The study further demonstrates that the
jurisprudence of resistance can contribute to
internal security through an integrated Islamic
defense system consisting of security-
producing propositions, security-threatening

categories, and legal rules regulating
confrontation. Security-producing
propositions  include jihad, defense,

intelligence-related vigilance, and continuous
protection of physical and cultural frontiers,
all of which can be reinterpreted in relation to
contemporary media, cyber, educational, and
ideological environments (Mehri, 2024).
Security-threatening  categories  include
rebellion, warfare against society, corruption,
espionage, infiltration, and other activities
that directly or indirectly undermine social
stability and collective security (Mehri, 2024).
In addition, jurisprudential mechanisms for
protecting cultural and religious identity
include rules concerning misleading materials,
apostasy, the promotion of good and
prevention of wrong, and jihad in defense of
religious sanctities. Classical jurists treated the
preservation and dissemination of misleading
materials as a matter of serious religious
concern because of their potential effects on
belief and public morality (Ansari, 1990; Najafi,
1983), while contemporary interpretations
may extend similar concerns to digital
platforms, online content, and organized
ideological campaigns. The culture of
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resistance also strengthens internal security by
fostering anti-domination attitudes, a spirit of
sacrifice,  religious  identity,  popular
participation, national unity, and self-
confidence (Rajabi & Asadi, 2017). At the
strategic level, resistance jurisprudence
supports proactive cultural action, internal
spiritual strengthening through the concept of
the greater jihad, mobilization of intellectual
and media elites, and construction of
alternative discourses capable of challenging
externally imposed cultural frameworks
(Khamenei, 2019; Piroozmand, 2025; Safdari,
2022). In this regard, discourse-building,
intellectual authority, specialized cultural
institutions, and strong scientific and media
capacities become essential instruments of
soft resistance, particularly when
contemporary threats operate through
meaning  production, public  opinion,
education, and symbolic influence (Ahmadi
Nik & Mozaffari Chinjani, 2023; Majnoun
Pilehroud, 2023).

In conclusion, the jurisprudence of resistance
provides a comprehensive and dynamic
framework for understanding and confronting
soft threats to internal security. Its
significance lies in the fact that it does not
restrict the concept of defense to military
confrontation but extends it to cultural,
ideological, political, informational, social,
and psychological dimensions. The findings
show that principles such as the negation of
domination, prevention of infiltration,
preservation of the Islamic order, prohibition
of harmful cooperation, defense of religious
identity, justice, dignity, and the obligation to
strengthen collective capabilities together
constitute an integrated legal and normative
architecture of resistance. This architecture
can support both preventive and responsive
measures  against soft warfare by
strengthening cultural resilience, national
cohesion, religious identity, public confidence,
and institutional preparedness. It also

provides a basis for distinguishing between
security-producing actions and conduct that
threatens collective stability, while
emphasizing the role of cultural, educational,
scientificc, and media institutions in
contemporary defense. From this perspective,
effective resistance to soft threats requires a
combination of internal moral strengthening,
social unity, intellectual vigilance, proactive
cultural engagement, elite participation, and
the development of credible alternative
discourses. The jurisprudence of resistance
can therefore be regarded as a strategic
roadmap for safeguarding internal security in
circumstances where threats increasingly seek
to weaken societies from within by
transforming their beliefs, values, identities,
and patterns of collective action.
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