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ABSTRACT

The detection and prosecution of economic crimes, particularly in complex cases, require the effective regulation of relationships
among competent authorities, information-holding institutions, and individuals affected by criminal justice measures. This study
aims to identify and evaluate the deficiencies of Iranian criminal procedural law and to propose strategies for enhancing
institutional coordination. It employs a descriptive-analytical method with a critical-normative approach, relying on library-based
and documentary data collection. The functional examination of French law is limited to the regulation of specialized jurisdiction,
adversarial assessment of evidentiary materials, and the management of seized assets. The findings of the legal analysis
indicate that the multiplicity of competent authorities or the expansion of their powers does not, in itself, constitute a basis for
determining inefficiency or guaranteeing effectiveness. Rather, the principal issues concern the clarity of the boundaries of
authority and responsibility, the conditions governing the transfer and judicial use of information, and the adequacy of safeguards
for the rights of defense and the right to challenge decisions. Accordingly, the separation of supervisory, analytical, and law-
enforcement functions; the documentation of the acquisition and transfer of financial and digital evidence; the reasoned
justification and review of restrictive decisions; and the determination of the legal grounds and scope of seizure, together with
the preservation of asset value and protection of third-party rights, constitute essential requirements for reforming the procedural
response. The study formulates a model of “coherence of the procedural response with guarantees of individual rights” based
on three complementary and non-substitutable pillars: “capacity for lawful action,” “judicial usability of the results of such action,”
and “protection of individual rights,” all operating under the overarching requirement of “judicial oversight and accountability.”
The model is intended to facilitate the evaluation of reform proposals by identifying the appropriate level of intervention, the
responsible authority, the conditions of implementation, and the mechanisms of supervision and challenge. The findings are
legal and normative in nature; therefore, assessing the prevalence of the identified deficiencies or the practical effectiveness of
the proposed solutions requires an independent empirical investigation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Economic crimes, particularly those involving

corporate structures, complex financial
networks, digital transactions, and cross-
border movements of assets, create distinctive
procedural difficulties for criminal justice
systems because the relevant facts are often
dispersed across institutions, embedded in
apparently lawful commercial activities, and
dependent on specialized forms of financial
and organizational analysis. The evidentiary
architecture of such cases is therefore
frequently more complex than that of
conventional criminal cases, since the
reconstruction of transactions, identification
of beneficial interests, attribution of conduct
within organizational hierarchies, and tracing
of proceeds may require access to banking
information, accounting records, corporate
documentation, electronic data, and analytical
reports generated by different public or private
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institutions. The criminological and regulatory
literature has emphasized that white-collar
and corporate offending cannot be fully
understood  through an exclusively
individualistic lens and often requires
attention to organizational structures,
decision-making processes, and institutional
settings (Lord & Levi, 2025). Similarly,
effective financial investigations depend not
merely on the accumulation of information but
on the accounting and analytical capacity to
interpret complex flows of funds and establish
meaningful relationships among transactions,
persons, and assets (Pryymak & Tsyhanov,
2025). In Iranian law, these challenges are
intensified by the interaction between general
rules of criminal procedure and a range of
special statutory frameworks dealing with
money laundering, disruption of the economic
system, smuggling, corruption, and related
forms of economic misconduct. The



procedural response therefore involves not
only judicial authorities and judicial officers
but also supervisory bodies, financial
information institutions, regulatory agencies,
and other entities that may possess
information relevant to the detection of
suspicious conduct. The mere multiplicity of
such institutions, however, does not in itself
establish institutional dysfunction. The core
legal problem lies in determining the limits of
each body’s authority, the lawful conditions
governing the acquisition and transfer of
information, the evidentiary status of
analytical outputs, and the mechanisms
through which investigative actions and
restrictive measures remain subject to judicial
review. Iranian scholarship on economic
criminal procedure has long emphasized the
need to distinguish specialized arrangements
from ordinary criminal procedure while
preserving procedural legality (Niyazpour,
2019). At the same time, differentiated
proceedings should not be equated with the
suspension or weakening of fair-trial
guarantees, because procedural specialization
is legitimate only where the legal basis,
necessity, proportionality, and safeguards
attached to differentiated mechanisms are
adequately defined (Akbari et al.,, 2025;
Pakniyat, 2017). The present study is therefore
concerned not simply with increasing
investigative capacity but with the broader
question of whether the institutional and
evidentiary architecture of economic-crime
enforcement in Iran provides a coherent
relationship between lawful action, judicial
usability of investigative results, and
protection of individual rights.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
method with a critical-normative orientation
and relies on library-based and documentary
research. Its principal unit of analysis consists
of Iranian legal rules, selected judicial
decisions, institutional arrangements,
relevant international instruments, selected

provisions of French criminal procedure, and
scholarly works directly related to the research
questions. The analysis distinguishes between
explicit  statutory  rules, interpretive
conclusions, and reform proposals so that
normative  recommendations are not
presented as if they were already part of
positive law. The research proceeds through
five interrelated axes: specialization and
institutional coordination; financial and
digital evidence; defense rights and personal
security measures; financial precautionary
measures and asset recovery; and cross-border
judicial cooperation. Within each axis, the
competent authority, legal basis of
intervention, conditions for the exercise of
power, mechanisms of review, and
consequences for affected persons are
identified and evaluated. This approach is
particularly important because differentiated
criminal procedure in economic cases has
been discussed in Iranian scholarship as a field
in which specialization may coexist with
procedural restrictions, making it necessary to
distinguish legitimate functional
differentiation from unjustified
exceptionalism (Babakhani & Rostami, 2022;
Seyfi & Nozohour Amnab, 2023). The study also
uses selected judicial decisions relating to
jurisdiction over offenses under the Law on
Punishment of Disruptors of the Economic
System in order to illustrate how interpretive
divergence may affect procedural coherence,
while expressly avoiding statistical
generalization from a limited and issue-
oriented judicial sample. The comparative
dimension is functional rather than
institutional or transplant-oriented. French
law is examined only in relation to three
specific functions: the regulation of specialized
jurisdiction, adversarial evaluation of
evidentiary materials, and management of
seized or confiscated assets. The purpose is not
to assume the superiority of the French
system, but to identify legally structured
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mechanisms that may illuminate Iranian
reform choices. Such a comparative method is
particularly appropriate where the central
question concerns the legal design of
specialization rather than the wholesale
replication of institutions. The study also relies
on broader fair-trial principles, including the
presumption of innocence, effective defense,
proportionality, and judicial control, which
remain relevant even in technically complex
economic cases (Clooney & Webb, 2020). The
methodological  limitation is  equally
important: because the research does not use
a representative empirical dataset of cases, it
cannot establish the frequency of procedural
deficiencies, the actual rate of rights
violations, or the practical effectiveness of
proposed reforms. Its findings are legal and
normative and are intended to clarify the
architecture of reform rather than measure
institutional performance.

The first major finding concerns the
distinction between specialization,
institutional coordination, and
exceptionalization. Specialization is justified
where the complexity of economic cases
requires enhanced financial, digital,
organizational, and evidentiary expertise.
Training judges and investigators, allocating
technically competent branches, and using
specialized analytical resources may improve
the quality of investigation and adjudication
without altering fundamental procedural
guarantees. Iranian scholarship has likewise
recognized that specialization should be
understood as a mechanism for adapting
procedural capacity to the technical demands
of complex economic cases rather than as an
automatic basis for restricting defense rights
(Goldoust Jouybari, 2022; Mahdavipour, 2016).
By contrast, exceptionalization occurs where
the rhetoric of urgency or economic security is
used to justify limitations on legal
representation, access to case materials,
judicial review, or other guarantees without

sufficient legal and proportional justification
(Seyfi & Nozohour Amnab, 2023). The study
therefore rejects any assumption that the
economic character of an accusation, the scale
of the alleged loss, or the political sensitivity of
the case is by itself sufficient to justify reduced
procedural protection. Institutional
coordination must likewise be distinguished
from institutional merger. Supervisory bodies,
financial intelligence institutions, judicial
officers, prosecutors, and courts perform
legally distinct functions. A body’s authority to
obtain or analyze information does not
automatically authorize it to conduct coercive
criminal investigation, and the official or
specialized status of an analytical report does
not eliminate the need for judicial evaluation.
This distinction is particularly important in
relation to the Financial Intelligence Center
and other information-holding institutions,
because effective cooperation requires rules
governing referral, preservation, access,
supplementary requests, and documentation
of information transfers. Anti-corruption
reporting and whistleblowing frameworks
similarly demonstrate that receipt of
information, preliminary assessment, and
criminal investigation are functionally
different stages that require separate legal
treatment (Karami & Ahmadvand, 2021;
Valipour & Moheb al-Rahman, 2023). The study
finds that reform should therefore focus on
clarifying institutional interfaces rather than
merely creating additional bodies. Where
authority is genuinely unclear, legislative
clarification may be necessary; where
authority already exists but operational
pathways remain fragmented, legally
compliant executive arrangements may be
sufficient. Coordination instruments should
specify responsibility without conferring new
powers through administrative mechanisms
and should preserve the prosecutor’s and
court’s independent responsibility for



evaluating  criminal  allegations  and
evidentiary sufficiency.

The second major finding concerns financial
and digital evidence and the distinction among
lawful acquisition, technical reliability, and
evidentiary sufficiency. In complex economic
cases, bank records, accounting documents,
electronic communications, transactional
databases, and financial intelligence reports
may be essential for initiating and structuring
an investigation, but their investigative
relevance should not be confused with their
sufficiency to establish criminal responsibility.
Iranian evidentiary scholarship emphasizes
that evidence must be assessed in light of the
manner in which it was obtained, its
relationship to the alleged offense, and the
legal conditions governing its use (Tadayon,
2016). Financial intelligence analysis is
particularly illustrative because analytical
outputs may reveal suspicious patterns, yet the
analytical conclusion cannot automatically
substitute for judicial proof of the elements of
an offense (Tisen & Grinenko, 2022). The study
therefore argues for systematic
documentation of data provenance, timing of
acquisition, transfers between institutions,
analytical operations performed on the
material, and methods used to preserve
integrity. In digital evidence, chain-of-custody
mechanisms are not merely administrative
formalities but legal and technical devices for
evaluating authenticity and reliability. The
same principle applies to financial analysis:
the report should identify the underlying data,
methodology, assumptions, scope, and
limitations of the conclusion. Where expert or
analytical findings contribute to judicial
conviction, the reasoning process should
remain sufficiently transparent to permit
meaningful scrutiny. Effective defense is
inseparable from this requirement. The
accused and counsel must be able to
understand and contest evidentiary materials
that materially support the accusation, and

confidentiality or technical complexity should
not operate as blanket grounds for eliminating
adversarial scrutiny (Abdollahpour et al.,
2024). At the same time, access may be
structured in a way that protects third-party
data or sensitive information where lawful and
necessary. The study further proposes that
reform should distinguish among different
legal consequences of evidentiary
irregularities. Administrative or disciplinary
sanctions may be appropriate for failures in
recordkeeping or institutional duties; criminal
liability may arise where conduct constitutes
unauthorized access, disclosure, or deliberate
manipulation; corrective and compensatory
measures may be appropriate where an
unlawful restriction or information use can be
remedied; and evidentiary consequences
should depend on the seriousness of the
illegality and its effect on reliability or defense
rights.  This  approach  avoids an
undifferentiated rule of automatic exclusion
while recognizing that serious illegality
affecting fundamental rights or evidentiary
integrity may justify non-reliance on the
material.

The third major finding concerns personal and
financial restrictions and the need to connect
each measure to its specific legal purpose. In
economic cases, risks such as flight, collusion,
concealment of documents, dissipation of
assets, and interference with evidence may
justify preventive measures, but such risks
must be established in relation to the
circumstances of the individual case. The
seriousness of the accusation, amount of
money involved, or public sensitivity of the
matter cannot substitute for statutory
requirements governing personal security
measures. Comparative and  Iranian
scholarship on detention and criminal security
orders underscores the importance of
individualized reasoning, necessity,
proportionality, and periodic review (Hajipour
& Bagherinejad, 2025). Restrictions affecting
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legal representation or access to case materials
must also be interpreted narrowly and should
not be extended merely because the case is
classified as economic. Effective legal
assistance requires not only the formal
presence of counsel but also sufficient access
to the evidentiary basis of the accusation to
permit meaningful response (Abdollahpour et
al., 2024). Financial measures require an
equally differentiated approach. Preventive
seizure, securing the victim’s claim, preserving
property connected to the offense, and
enforcing confiscation or forfeiture are legally
distinct functions. Preventive seizure has been
recognized as a powerful but potentially
intrusive mechanism requiring careful legal
justification and judicial control (Javan Jafari
& Norouzi, 2024). Property rights must
therefore be evaluated by reference to the
precise legal basis of the intervention, the
relationship between the asset and the alleged
offense, the amount necessary to secure the
relevant claim, and the rights of third parties.
The protection of property rights against
disproportionate  seizure is  especially
important where corporate assets, family
property, or assets belonging to persons other
than the accused are affected (Ghasemi
Moghaddam, 2020). The broader literature on
confiscation likewise warns against excessively
expansive appropriation of assets without
adequate legitimacy and safeguards (Boucht,
2017). Accordingly, financial orders should
identify the legal ground, property affected,
estimated value, purpose of the restriction,
and reasons why less intrusive alternatives are
inadequate. Asset preservation should also be
institutionally =~ separated  from  final
adjudication of ownership or confiscation.
Management mechanisms should address
maintenance costs, preservation of value,
periodic evaluation, and legally permissible
use or disposal, while third parties claiming an
independent legal interest should have access

to notification, evidence submission, and
judicial challenge.

The fourth major finding concerns cross-
border cooperation and the proposed model of
“coherence of the procedural response with
guarantees of individual rights.” Economic
investigations increasingly require
cooperation across jurisdictions because
assets, documentation, corporate structures,
and transactions may be distributed
internationally. Yet cross-border cooperation
is not a single procedural -category:
administrative information exchange, mutual
legal assistance, evidence gathering, asset
freezing, extradition, and asset recovery
involve different legal conditions and
evidentiary  consequences.  Information
lawfully received through an administrative
channel may assist detection without
automatically satisfying the requirements for
judicial use or coercive measures. The study
therefore argues that requests for cooperation
should identify their precise legal objective,

jurisdictional basis, factual relevance,
necessary  documentation, limits on
subsequent  use, and  confidentiality

requirements. Specialization in preparing and
following such requests may increase
procedural clarity, but the response received
from abroad must still be assessed for
authenticity, method of acquisition, legal
admissibility, and evidentiary significance.
These findings converge in the proposed
model, which consists of three complementary
and non-substitutable pillars. The first is the
“capacity for lawful action,” encompassing
jurisdiction, legal authority, institutional
responsibility, and specialized resources. The
second is the “judicial usability of the results of
action,” encompassing lawful acquisition,
documentation, reliability, transparency of
analysis, and suitability of the result for the
particular procedural decision. The third is the
“protection of individual rights,”
encompassing defense rights, proportionality,



property rights, privacy, protection of third
parties, and access to challenge. These pillars
operate under the overarching requirement of
judicial oversight and accountability. The
model assumes that improvement in one pillar
cannot legally compensate for a fundamental
deficiency in another. Greater investigative
capacity does not validate unlawfully obtained
evidence, stronger documentation does not
justify disproportionate restrictions, and
extensive defense rights cannot cure lack of
legal authority for an investigative measure.
The model is intended as a structured
evaluative  framework rather than a
quantitative  scoring mechanism. Each
proposed reform should identify the level of
intervention  required, the institution
responsible, the legal conditions of
implementation, the review mechanism, the
avenue of challenge, and the legal consequence
of non-compliance.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that
the procedural challenges of detecting and
prosecuting economic crimes in Iranian law
are best understood as problems of legal
coherence rather than simply as deficits of
institutional power. Effective reform should
not be reduced to creating more specialized
bodies, expanding investigative authority, or
accelerating access to financial information.
The central requirement is to coordinate legal
authority, evidentiary usability, procedural
safeguards, and judicial supervision in a
manner that preserves both effectiveness and
legality.  Specialized  capacity = should
strengthen technical competence without
weakening fair-trial guarantees; institutional
coordination should -clarify responsibilities
and information flows without collapsing
distinct supervisory, analytical, investigative,
and judicial functions; and the use of financial
and digital evidence should depend on

transparent acquisition, preservation,
analysis, and adversarial evaluation. Personal
restrictions should be individualized,

reasoned, proportionate, and periodically
reviewed, while financial measures should be
tied to a clearly identified legal purpose,
limited to the necessary scope, and
accompanied by mechanisms for preserving
asset value and protecting third-party rights.
Cross-border cooperation should be designed
around the legal purpose of each request and
should preserve judicial scrutiny of foreign-
sourced information and evidence. The
proposed model of coherence provides a
structured basis for evaluating reform
proposals by requiring every intervention to
specify the competent authority, legal basis,
implementation conditions, review
mechanism, and consequences of non-
compliance. Its primary contribution is
therefore normative and analytical: it offers a
common framework for assessing fragmented
procedural issues that are often examined
separately. The study does not claim to
measure how frequently the identified
deficiencies occur in practice or to
demonstrate empirically that the proposed
reforms will improve institutional
performance, reduce case duration, or
increase asset recovery. Those questions
require independent empirical research based
on representative case files, institutional data,
interviews, or implementation studies.
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