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ABSTRACT

This article examines comparative environmental law in Islam and the West, focusing on the theories of
Henry David Thoreau and Seyyed Hossein Nasr. Initially, the theoretical foundations of environmental
law are explored from the perspectives of the Quran, Sunnah, Iljma, and Qiyas in Islam, as well as
environmental laws in the West. The study then delves into the viewpoints of Thoreau and Nasr, analyzing
their commonalities and differences. Findings indicate that both thinkers emphasize the intrinsic value of
nature and the importance of its protection, yet they approach this subject differently. Thoreau highlights
personal experience and direct observation of nature, while Nasr stresses the deep connection between
religion and nature. Major challenges in implementing environmental laws in both legal systems include
legal and administrative hurdles and cultural and social differences. Proposed solutions involve
strengthening regulatory institutions, promoting religious and cultural teachings related to environmental
protection in Islamic countries, and enhancing existing laws and promoting sustainable lifestyles in
Western countries. Future research suggestions include further comparative studies of other thinkers,
field studies, and economic and social impact analyses of environmental laws.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This article delves into the comparative study

of environmental law within the contexts of
Islamic and Western traditions, with a specific
focus on the influential theories of Henry
David Thoreau and Seyyed Hossein Nasr. The
research aims to elucidate the foundational
principles underlying environmental laws in
these two distinct cultural and religious
frameworks,  highlighting  both  their
commonalities and differences. By analyzing
the perspectives of Thoreau and Nasr, this
study seeks to offer a nuanced understanding
of how religious and philosophical beliefs
shape environmental ethics and legal norms.

The theoretical foundations of environmental
law in Islam are rooted in the primary sources
of the Quran, Sunnah (traditions of the
Prophet Muhammad), Ijma (consensus of
scholars), and Qiyas (analogical reasoning).
The Quran contains numerous verses that
emphasize the importance of preserving the
environment as a manifestation of God's
creation. For instance, Surah Al-A'raf (7:31)
urges believers not to cause corruption on
earth after it has been set in order, highlighting
a divine mandate for environmental
stewardship (Gade, 2015). The Sunnah
complements these teachings with practical
examples from the Prophet's life, emphasizing
kindness towards animals, sustainable use of
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resources, and the maintenance of clean and
healthy surroundings (Hummel & Daassa,
2019). Together, these sources form a
comprehensive framework that not only
mandates environmental protection but also
integrates it into the broader ethical and

spiritual responsibilities of Muslims.

In contrast, Western environmental law has
evolved primarily through a secular legal
framework, influenced by  scientific
understanding, ethical considerations, and
socio-political developments. The
foundational legal instruments in the West
include landmark legislations such as the
Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act in the
United States, and the European Union's
extensive environmental regulations. These
laws are often grounded in principles of
sustainability, public health, and
intergenerational equity (Morgera, 2015).
Henry David Thoreau, a pivotal figure in
American transcendentalism, contributed
significantly to the philosophical
underpinnings of Western environmental
thought. In his seminal work "Walden" (1854),
Thoreau advocated for a simple, nature-
centric lifestyle, arguing that such a way of
living fosters a deeper connection with the
natural world and promotes environmental
consciousness (Morgera, 2015; Zulkifli, 2023).
Thoreau's emphasis on individual experience
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and direct engagement with nature laid the
groundwork for many modern environmental

movements and legal frameworks in the West.

Comparatively analyzing the perspectives of
Thoreau and Nasr reveals both convergences
and divergences in their approaches to
environmental  ethics.  Both  thinkers
underscore the intrinsic value of nature and
the moral imperative to protect it. However,
Thoreau's approach is predominantly
experiential and individualistic, rooted in his
personal encounters with nature and the belief
in self-reliance and simplicity as means to
achieve environmental harmony (Morgera,
2015). Seyyed Hossein Nasr, on the other
hand, frames his environmental philosophy
within the context of Islamic spirituality and
metaphysics. Nasr argues that the
environmental crisis is fundamentally a
spiritual crisis, resulting from modern
humanity's estrangement from the sacred
(Muhammad, 2023; Nasir et al., 2021; Ramlan,
2020). He posits that reconnecting with the
spiritual dimensions of nature, as outlined in
Islamic teachings, is essential for addressing
environmental degradation. This theological
approach integrates environmental
stewardship into the broader framework of
worship and moral responsibility towards
God’s creation.

The implementation of environmental laws in
both Islamic and Western contexts faces
significant challenges. In many Islamic
countries, despite the presence of robust
religious teachings on environmental
protection,  practical enforcement  of
environmental laws is often hampered by
issues such as limited resources, lack of
institutional capacity, and socio-economic
challenges (Ramlan, 2020). Additionally,
cultural practices and traditional livelihoods in
some regions may conflict with modern
environmental regulations, necessitating
sensitive and context-specific approaches to

policy implementation (Nasir et al., 2021;
Ramlan, 2020). In Western countries, the
challenges are often related to political and
economic interests that may oppose stringent
environmental regulations. Lobbying by
powerful industrial groups, political resistance
to environmental policies, and conflicts
between economic growth and environmental
sustainability are persistent issues (Turnbull,
2021).

To address these challenges, several solutions
are proposed. In Islamic countries,
strengthening institutional frameworks and
enhancing the capacity of regulatory bodies
are crucial steps. This can be achieved through
training programs, increased funding, and
international cooperation to share best
practices (Ramlan, 2020). Additionally,
leveraging the rich religious and cultural
heritage to promote environmental ethics can
help foster community support for
environmental initiatives. Educational
campaigns that draw on Quranic teachings
and the Prophet’s example can resonate deeply
with the populace and encourage sustainable
practices (Muhammad, 2023). In Western
countries, enhancing the enforcement of
existing environmental laws and promoting
sustainable lifestyles are key strategies.
Increasing public awareness and engagement
through education and advocacy can build
broader societal support for environmental
policies. Furthermore, integrating economic
incentives, such as green taxes and subsidies
for sustainable practices, can align economic
interests with environmental goals (Morgera,

2015).

In conclusion, this comparative study
highlights the potential for cross-cultural
learning and cooperation in the field of
environmental protection. By examining the
philosophical and legal foundations of
environmental law in Islam and the West, and
by analyzing the influential ideas of Thoreau



and Nasr, this research underscores the
importance of integrating ethical, spiritual,
and practical dimensions in addressing
environmental challenges. Future research
could further explore comparative analyses of
other influential thinkers, conduct field
studies to assess the implementation of
environmental laws, and examine the socio-
economic impacts of these laws in diverse
contexts. Such studies can contribute to
developing more holistic and effective
strategies  for  global  environmental
governance.
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